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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


GULF STATE? AND THE TWO SUPERPOWERS 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 19 Apr 80 pp 13-16 


[Article by Nasim Khuri: "A Storm Over the Gulf: Moscow's Tanks Are 
On the Border of the Oil Region, and Washington's Missiles Are Unable To 
Protect it") 


[Text) The Soviets want to remain near the sources of oil, because they 
will soon need it. And the Americans want to keep them away from the 
area, no matter what the cost. The Soviets have deployed around the 
Gulf area: 360 armored vehicles, 7,900 troops, 12 submarines, 4 bat- 
tleships, 8 destroyers, and Mig-21's, Mig-23's and Mig-25's. 





The Americans have [deployed around the Gulf area): 3 aircraft carriers, 
200 planes, 25 ships, 3 land bases equipped with missiles, and the oth 
and 7th fleets. 


In June 1973, the American assistant secretary of state, Joseph Sisco, 
described the Gulf as an area where the United States has "very, very 
important political, economic and strategic interests. 


In a series of Congressional meetings during which Sisco spoke, James (Nuys), 
the deputy secretary of defense, undertook to define these interests in 
more precise terms. He cited them as being: 


a. Access to the oil of the Gulf. 


b. Guarantee of freedom of movement for American ships and planes 
from the Gulf area and to it. 


c. Setting a policy which would contain Soviet military power and limit 
the ambitions of this military power in the Gulf area. 


The "Carter principle," which the American president announced on 
24 January of this year, confirmed the steps that the American Government 
would follow in order to maintain these interests, namely: 








1, Striving to establish and develop an American [military] force capable 


of “rapid intervention," 


especially in the Arabian Gulf area, and 

2. Increasing the scope of American military presence in the Indian Ocean 
and creating bases and facilities for American forces in northeast Africa, 
to be more exact, in Egypt and the Gulf area. In hie “principle,” Carter 
referred to the Soviet danger, saying that the United States "considers 
any attempt which aime at domination of the Gulf area as an act of 
aggression against ite basic interests, and America will undertake to 
resist thie aggression by all means possible, including operations of 
armed intervention," 


During the course of the last 7 years, that is, since 1973, American 

and Soviet statements have demonstrated a great many political positions 
and military postures and, in short, have emphasized their increasing 
interest in the Gulf area. They have also caused the rulers of the 
emirates o1 this area of the world to feel a kind of fear and wariness. 


This growing fear is no longer a feeling which is based on analyses and 
developments. Rather it has become an actual fact and reality. The hot 
summer in the Gulf area bdysan 3 months earlier [this year), since the 
political situation appears to be inflamed by virtue of local «ad inter- 
national factors which are outwardly differ from each other but in essence 
are interlinked with one another. 


One cannot understand the dimensions of this fear of the danger of a 
conflict over the Gulf or in the Culf area, unless one's attention is 

drawn to some of the basic principal events concerning the recent political 
situation which have affected the countries of the Middle East and currently 
turn everybody's eyes toward the Gulf area. 


Analyses by political observers confirm the fact that this area of the 
world will constitute the new area of turmoil. It will serve to forewarn 
of an American-Soviet conflict which will lead to a clash, the results 

of which cannot be predicted: 


The first event: The dispute between Iraq and Iran, with the capital cities 
of the Gulf countries witnessing intensive contacts which aim at co- 
ordination and mutual consultation concerning necessary steps to take in 
order to deal with the consequences which could result from an aggravation 
of the dispute between Iran and Iraq. The goal is the necessity to limit 
this dispute and to prevent it from spreading all over the area, in order 
to contain any negative consequences which this situation could cause 
regarding the internal situations of each individual country in the Gulf 
area. A more accurate description, picturing the state of fear which is 
sweeping over the Gulf area, might be the one referred to by the newspaper 
AL-ITTIHAD last week. It said: “Iran and Iraq are like two groups of 
people who are fighting each other on the deck of a ship." 











The second event: The Iranian revolution which has created a new situation 
in the area and which has openly and loudly threatened American interests 
in the region, It ‘# worth pointing out that the military action which 
America has usually been talking about from the beginning of the hostage 
erlale ia che imposition of a naval blockade on Iran, However, some high 
officiale in the Pentagon are warning that the situation in the area has 
changed since 4 November bete, Should be 27 December), that ie, when the 
Soviet Union invaded Afghanietan. The United States ie afraid chat if it 
undercook any military action against Iran, via military bases in the 
watere of the Gulf, this would lead to Soviet counteraction. 


Seen from thie angle, fear on the part of the Gulf countries seems ore 
evident after revolutionary Iran naturally undertook to confront the 
sanctions which America imposed againet it on Monday, the 7th of this 
month, President Bani-Sadr said in a speech which was broadcast over 
Iranian television: "It is war. And it is no longer an appropriate time 
for useless bickering." Aleo, Iranian leaders have said that in the 
event of any military action which the United States would undertake 
[againet Iran), "Eleven million Iranian soldiers will confront the 
aggressor." 


The third event: The Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. This is an action 
which has made it easy for America to spread militarily throughout the 
area of the Middle East and other areac of the Third World. Also, it has 
created a type of imbalance between the United States and the Soviet 
Union in the realm of spheres of influence in the world. The Soviets have 
been able to strengthen their strategic position in the Gulf area due to 
the Afghanistan operation such that the lines of oil-tanker communication 
and transport which pass through the Strait of Hormuz are within reach 

of the Soviet air force which can operate from its bases in Afghanistan 
and which are no more than 600 kilometers from Hormuz, which is the 
effective combat range of Mig-27 planes. But by doing thie the Soviets 
have allowed the United States to militarily return to the area. This is 
something which has been shown clearly by the air maneuvers engaged in 
involving both the American and Egyptian air forces. 


Although it could be inferred from this that relations between the two 
superpowers are based on a policy of accord, the fact is that the opposite 
ie true, because conflict has taken the place of accord in dealings between 
America and the Soviet Union. The American national security advisor, 
Zbigniew Brzezinski, confirmed this new policy in a statement which he made 
to an American newspaper in which he said: "The Middle East and Africa 

are areas in which it is not possible to cooperate with the Soviets." 


The fourth event: The Camp David policy which has turned Egypt into a 

large door through which America has entered in order to search for military 
facilities and new positions. And we should not disregard the fact that 
Egypt has become a dangerour spot in the region which is serving as a 
gathering place for Egyptian intelligence agents, the Mossad, elements 

of the CIA, and remnants of the Savak. These four elements, in addition 

to the policy of the igyptian regime, have made America more active in its 














efforte to close the gap between itself and the Soviet Union in the realms 
of both conventional and n clear [military power]. Breezginski's recent 
vieit to the countries of che area, which began with Egypt, was a 
confirmation of this policy. The political goe! was to achieve agreement 
concerning the necessary arrangements for America to undertake ite role of 
“maintaining security” in the Middle Bast, especially in the area of the 
Arabian Penineula and the Gulf. The Sultanate of Oman, Somalia, and Kenya 
have agreed to allow American forces to use bases in their territory. 

The most important of these bases is the Omani island of Masirah, which 
overlooks the Gulf and which includes an extensive air and naval base. 


America's return to its old policy of alliances and ite part in stirring 
up internal conflicts in the countries of the area, in addition to the 
four principal evente [mentioned above)--all of these things explain the 
Gulf area's fear of foreign intervention or of an actual conflict between 
the two superpowers. Because of American aims, relations between the 
countries of the area do not appear to be stable enough to make the choice 
of non-intervention [in the area) a possible alternative. 


But the question here is, why does it have to be the Gulf? And what are 
the things which constitute the close inter-relationship between the two 
military and economic strategies in the American-Soviet confronation 

in the Gulf area? 


And is it true that the Soviet Union needs the area's oil and is moving 
toward certain confrontation with the United States? 


Before answering these questions, let us point out some things which will 
be of help in understanding the motives and nature of American and Soviet 
strategies in the Middle East and particularly in the Gulf area: 


Ll. Of1 de considered to be the basic motive behind the strategies of 
intervention in the area, especially since the Gulf area contains 
approximately half of the proven oil reserves in the world. 


2. The Gulf area is an area which is geographically close to the Soviet 


Union, and it has become even closer to it after the invasion of Afghanistan. 





3. The emergence of the oi! weapon as an Arab weapon threatens the interests 


of the consumer nations when it is used for the purpose of lending support 
to Arab rights in the world. And the countries of the area, that is, 
Iran, Iraq, Saudi Arabia, and the Gulf emirates, have been able to regain 
such that they have become able to sell their oil to whomever they wish, 
including the Soviet Union. 


A Historical Beginning 
This third factor which conforms the oil-producing countries’ policy of 


sovereignty over their own oil appears to be a basic one when it comes 
to understanding the nature of the conflict which is going on right now 











between (he c neumer countries, It also explains a number of the crises 
which are sweeping over the regimes of che Western countries generally. 
The last decade began with warnings given by Col Muammar al-\adhdhafi 
after he carried out his revolution of 1 September [1969], and it ended 
with the revolution of the Imam Ayatollah Khomeyni. And the decisions 
which were taken in Caracas (the capital of Venezuela) on 20 January 

1970 were radical in the sense that they attempted to prevent o11 crisis 
in the congumer countries by means of stabilizing oil prices. But from the 
point of view of the Western countries, they succeeded in stabilizing the 
beginning of the world oil crisis. 





Thus the oil crisis became more or less a strategic necessity, the 
continuatin of which was maintained by the Western regines. The West 
pretended to be ignorant of all the other causes responsible for its 
crises, and made oil the chlef scapegoat. On the one hand, in the West 
there were these crises and policies which the Western countries considered 
to be justified, and on the other hand, there was the rise in oil prices 
plus the fact that the countries of the area gained more national 
consciousness and awareness concerning their ofl. All of this has created 
new patterns in the relationships between the East and the West, and has 
focused everyone's atteation, to a greater extent and with greater scope, 
on the oil-producing regions. One could classify these relations as being 
of three patterns which can be clearly applied to both the political and 
psychological situations of the countries of the Gulf area: 


l. The relations characterized by cautious trust that exists between the 
countries of the area and America. America has not adopted a clear position 
which inspires total confidence. Sometimes it threatens to occupy the oil- 
producing areas, and at other times it resorts to alliances or the imposi- 
tion of settlements. As a pretext it always draws attention to the danger 
coming from the East, that is, from the Soviet Union. This oscillation 

in American strategy has convinced the Arabs of the Gulf area, or the Arabs 
of the oil-producing areas generally, that America does not seek to 

protect the area from the danger of the Soviet Union as much as it seeks 

to impose American tutelage over them of the neo-colonialist type. Events 
in revolutionary Iran, \merica's position with regard to the Afghanistan 
invasion, the issue of the American hostages in the American embassy 

in Tehran which has given testimony to a general weakness in American 
foreign policy--all of these things have contributed toward shaking [the 
Arabs') confidence in American aims and have given the people of the Gulf 
area a feeling of fear mixed with a definite sense of caution. 


2. The relationship of lack of trust. This has occurred concerning the 
attitude of the Gulf countries toward the Soviet Union after the invasion 
of Afghanistan, and the Gulf countries’ apprehensions increased afcer 
evidence confirmed the fact that the Soviet Union will be finding itseif 
forced to import oil by 1981. This new need for oil, which explains a 
great deal concerning the emergence of Soviet policy in the Gulf arena, has 
created a type of strategy characterized by whipping up alliances on the 
part of the Americans and a continuation of the Camp David policy, and 

it has created a feeling of stern cautiousness on the part of the Gulf 
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countries and the countries of the Middle East generally, with the 
exception of Aden, Libya, and, recently, Syria. And by waiting for this 
matter to clear up, the United States and Europe have noted their own 
wavering and hesitation after seeing the Soviets reach the point where they 
have their eyes on the Gulf and are able to reach it in a matter of hours. 


In training exercises which the Soviet commandos went through at the 
beginning of last year it was established that large weapons and troop 
transports of the type "Antonov" are able to reach the shores of the 


Gulf in 2 hours and 45 minutes when starting out from bases in the Caucasus. 


3. The relationship of trust and the dialogue which have become manifest 
in the position of the Europeans. Since 1973 Paris has been the center 
of the Arab-European dialogue, and it has been supported by a whole bloc 
of European nations. In this dialogue they have found a new strategy 
which impels them to emerge as a third force which is strong and is able 
co gain the confidence of the countries of the area. The trip which the 
president of France made to the Gulf area gives assurance of the pos- 
silibity of obtaining oil by means of a dialogue and respect for human 
rights which Carter proclaimed but adhered to only theoretically. Also, 
the visit had great political significance since the Gulf area will find 
itself being an arena of Soviet-American conflict and [other] inter- 
nationa’ conflicts. 


Unbalanced Interests 


Although American, Soviet, and Europ. strategies are based on oil 
interests, these interests appear to ve absolutely unbalanced. The United 
States, for example, is 50 percent self-sufficient in terms of fuel 

needs. And official sources confirm that America has great reserves [of 
resources for the production of synthetic] oil and gas which will not 

be exploited until prices skyrocket [Alaska, the Atlantic depression, the 
Gulf of Mexico, Texas, Ok!’ahoma, Louisiana, and California). And in 

case there occurs a crisis with field storage, the United States will 
resort to decreasing its consumption and then move in the direction of 
regarding its own abundant sources as being important. 


On the other hand, if we compare Europe and Japan, the situation is 
different. Japan depends on imported oil for 98 percent of its oil, and 
95 percent of its industries depend on oil. This is an exemplary case 

in comparison to the United States, and makes it (that is, Japan) nothing 
more than a large manufacturing plant. 


And as far as Europe is concerned, one must distinguish between southern 
Europe and northern Europe. In Britain, Norway, and Germany there are 
sources of oil and gas. France is in an average situation, similar to the 
situation of Italy, Spain, and Portugal where there is only very little 
oil, gas, and coal. 


Because of this Europe has adopted a policy which differs from that of the 
United States and Japan, and on this basis it is possible for us to 











explain European political positions with reyard co ev.ergy and the areas 
of the Gulf and the Middle East generally. 


As far as the West is concerned, America remains the one which holds the 
wey to the solution of the energy crisis. This is not because it is the 
country which is the basic importer and consumer of ofl, It is because it 
{s the country which, relatively speaking, holds the most important 
sources of ofl outside of the Soviet Union. But America, as we have 

see, has not pursued a clear oil policy. Its policy hus changed four or 
five times. This lack of an oil policy is paralleled in the sphere of che 
American currency, that is, the dollar, which represents another element 
in the world crisis. This is what has created fear in the Western countries 
wh.ch are trying to find a way out of the crises. But the lack of unity 
among the countries of the European bloc, and the lack of political 
coordination among the Western countries as a whole, has rendered useless 
any solution which does not conform to America's oscillating policy. 

Ane Europe is getting ready for a change in America's leadership, it 

is clear nevertheless that it will not see this happen during the present 
decade. 


The ques.ion is: Is Europe willing to wait forever for the United States 
to wake up? 


The fact is that the stumbling around which has occurred in Anerica's 

policy after Tehran, Mecca, and Afghanistan is impelling Europe to adopt 

a strategy which is independent of the American-Soviet conflict in the Gulf 
area and the Middle East, or else it will appear to be, because of America's 
lax policy, an easy prey to the policy of the Russians. 


Russian Interests and Aims 


Since oil is considered vital as far as the West is concerned, the Soviet 
Union, so it appears, is moving cautiously and taking into consideration 
the advantages of local movements and turmoil, and of seeing things blow 
up in the face of American imperialism. This of course will have its 
effect in the region. The interest of the Soviets is a realistic one and 
aims at snatching world leadership away from America. For this reason 
the Soviets are, above all, intent on keeping an eye on western Europe and 
its industrial capabilities, and they are intent, secondarily, on in- 
tensifying their efforts regarding weak spots in the Arabian Gulf area, 
bearing closely in mind their stated need for oil. This need [for oil] 
could ve explained by the fact that Soviet oil reserves are iocated in 
places which are far away from the centers of consumption, and this is 
something which cannot be ignored. 


One could summarize Soviet policy as having two directions: 


a. The direction toward profitting from conflicting interests between 
Europe and America. 


b. The direction toward popularizing rejection of America, on the 
psychological, social, and ideological levels. 








These two directions are essentially linked in the sense that they are 
channeled into the aphere of the American-Soviet conflict, This is in 
addition to the basic element which the Soviets are aware of, and which is 
the that whoever controls the [world's] oil controls the world, Before 

the fall of the Shah, the Americans were not aware of the fact that 

they were being rejected, And no confidence was placed in Europe, which 
could have been the substitute, because of the total lack of coordination 
between ite individual countries. Basically the United States was rejected 
because it represents the force of the West just as this was represented by 
Britain and France up till the year 1960, 


The Red Sea 


The truth is that the crisis between America and Iran has overshadowed 

an event which is important with regard to the Gulf area gcnctaily. This 
event helps to understand Russian stratec’’ and clarifies a number of matcers 
related to the future of the Gulf. On 2 December of last year an 
announcement was made about an agreement between Southern Yemen and 
Ethiopia, in both Aden and Addis Ababa. The two regimes are not 

communist, but they are both bound *o the Soviet Union by means of 
friendship and cooperation treaties for a period of 20 years and the two 
agreements have gone a long way toward being put into act 1. practice. 


Up till the year 2000 Mascow has secured its potential f » «anevvering around 
the waters of the Red Sea. Also, the agreement permits tic woviet Union 

to establish military and air bases in Southern Yemen. Some sources in 
apprehensive Arab countries in the Gulf area point out that the agreement 
puts all of the forces of Southern Yemen at the disposal of the Soviet 

Union, and when ‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma'il signed the agreement he was loyally 
following the policy of those who were in power before him. 


The growth of Soviet relations with Aden occurred after Soviet advisors 
were kicked out of Egypt in July of 1972. The Soviet Union justifies its 
pawition with regard to Southern Yemen by saying that the country has been 
independent since 1967, that it has been torn apart by internal power 
conflicts, and that it nas been threatened from outside. The (fact is 

that the concern which the Gulf countries have been occupied with is to 
have a regime in Southern Yemen which would be less receptive to cooperating 
with the Soviet Union and less receptive to agreeing to offer military 

bases to the Soviets. After the summit conference in Rabat in 1974, the 
government in San‘a announced that it was prepared to open a dialogue 

and to conduct negotiations with the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, and 
Qata: in order to set up diplomatic relations with them. It was necessary 
to wait till the beginning of 1977 when the sultan of Oman, Qabus Ibn-Sa'id, 
announced that San'a was ready to cease giving aid to the Omani National 
Liberation Front (the Dhufar revolution). Thus it was possible for us to 
imagine that Soviet influence would shrink and that the Americans would 

come to have more influence at the gateway to the Red Sea. But things 
turned out to be the opposite. Moscow invited the [Southern] Yemeni 
president, ‘Abd-al-Fattah Isma‘il, to make an official visit to the Kremlin, 
and a few months later the leader of Cuba, Fidel Castro, made a visit to 











Aden and arranged “ideological coordination” agreements with Southern 
Yemen at @ time when the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia was condemning Cuban 
intervention in Africa. 


During April of last year, that ie, a year ago, the Soviet Union officially 
announced that Moscow wae supporting Southern Yemen on the military and 
technological levels, and that ite aid to it would be quadrupled by the 
end of the year 1980, So it appears that the Soviet Union and America 
right now are maneuvering for control of the Bab al-Mandab Straits, just 
like the French and English were doing a century ago when they entered the 
area in order to control the sea routes which connect the Mediterranean 
Sea with the Indian Ocean via the Suez Canal, 





When everybody's eyes were focused on Iran, Moscow was achieving a new 
gain by means of linking Southern Yemen with the Repblic of Ethiopia, 

Col Mengietu (Ethiopia) was lese committed to the communist line than 

wae ‘Abd-al-Fattah lema'il, but after his vieit to Aden and after he signed 
the treaty of alliance with [Southern] Yemen, he announced hie desire to 
“hand the administration of the country over to communists who were capable 
of forming @ political base for a new Ethiopia.” 


On more than one occasion Mengietu has stated that “Ethiopia's concern is 
to fight American imperialiom and to limit ite influence in the Red Sea 
and the Horn of Africa.” 


In addition to this, one American report says that Soviet oil production 
will decrease by 15 percent by the year 19865, that is, it will decrease 
from being 11.4 million barrels a day to being 10 million barrels. And 
Moscow will no longer have oil to export, but rather will have to resort 
to importing it. 


Under these conditions, the Soviet Union has to reconcile its needs for 
growth, prosperity, and space exploration with ite needs for oil. 
Observers doubt, naturally, that the Soviet Union will [be able it] pay 
the price of the oil which it will necessarily have to be importing 

from the Gulf area. At least, it is not logical [to expect] that the 
Soviet Union will be able to import ofl at world prices. As far as gas 
is concerned, Soviet relations with Iran were good until the departure of 
the Shah. For this reason, the Soviet Union is closely watching what is 
going on in Iran and in the Gulf area. Ite dream is to create alliances 
in the Arab countries and with Tehran in order to increase its presence 
in the East. This dream could sum up or define Soviet policy with regard 
to oil. There was a report made by the "Petroleum Advisory Group,” 

an independent group in Geneva which published a journal called "Review 
of Sino-Soviet Oil Relations.” In the journal one encounters the points 
of view of (Meyerhof), a geologist, and (Zadadinski), a specialist in the 
affairs of communist countries, who attaches great importance to repeated 
Soviet appeals for cooperation with the West in looking for [sources of] 
oil. The report says that two trends are evident in the Kremlin's foreing 
policy: 








lL. The political and police-atate trend which tends to view with ap- 
prehension foreign interventions and conflicts, 


2. The economic and technological trend which is concerned with production 
and operating the wheels of industry at the expense of foreign policy. 

The preoccupation of those who espouse thie trend is that Russia, by the 
year 1985, will be in need of from 3.5 to 4.5 million barrele of oi} 


every day. 
The Soviet Military Presence in the Gulf Area 


On Southern Yemen's eastern front the Soviets have deployed a whole 
military division with 360 armored vehicles and Mig-21's, Mig-23's, and 
Mig-25's which are flown by Soviet and Cuban pilots. In addition to this 
there are 7,000 Cuban soldiers, the last 1,000 of whom arrived in Aden 
on board a Soviet ship which crossed the Suez Canal last 14 February. 
Information from Gulf sources says that the Soviets have already put near 
Oman a military fleet which has quadrupled its tonnage since November of 
last year. Ite commander ie Admiral Gorshkov, “the father of the modern 
Russian navy." He personally came to Aden in order to inaugurate the new 
military bases there. Since his visit 4 months ago, the number of sub- 
marines along the shores of Southern Yemen has increased from 3 t1 12. 
And there are 4 Soviet battleships, each having a carrying capacity of 
6,000 tons, of the type "(Krieta)," equipped with missiles and having a 
crew of 800 men. And there are 8 destroyers with a crew of 200 men. 


These destroyers are directed against Oman (and sources of information 
say that these are the destroyers which bombarded the palace of Salim 
Rabi’ ‘Ali in June of 1978). 


And sources of information point out that the Soviet Union is undergoing 
intense efforts to strengthen its fleet in the Indian Ocean, where it 
transferred 300 pieces of naval artillery and 14 naval vessels from the 
China Sea since the beginning of last February. American military experte 
in Washington have mentioned that more than 40,000 Soviet soldiers are now 
stationed ac a distance of a few hundred kilometers from the Hormuz Strait. 


In comparison, American naval forces are spread throughout the waters which 
surround the Middle East area, extending all the way from the Strait of 
Gibraltar in the west to the Indian subcontinent in the east. The 6th and 
7th Fleets constitute the basis of American forces which are ready for 
action in the Middle East. In addition to this there is the task force 
known as “the Middle East Force,” basically formed from unite of the 6th 
Fleet and permanently deployed in the Arabian Sea, Arabian Gulf, the Red 
Sea, and opposite the southern and southeastern shores of the Arabian 
Peninsula, and which has the use of naval facilities in Oman and Diego 
Garcia in the Indian Ocean. 


For the first time since the beginning of the Iranian-American crisis 
and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, 3 American aircraft carriers, 
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a month ago, moved into the Indian Ocean and the Gulf of Oman where 
25 American naval vessels are deployed and are opposed by 24 Soviet naval 
vessels, 


Aleo, |,800 American marines were deployed and arrived in the Arabian 

Sea last month in order to support the American military presence in the 
Gulf area, And in the area America has more than 200 planes borne by 3 
aircraft carriers, These planes operate from the base of Guam [sic. Should 
be Diego Garcia) in the Indian Ocean in order to conduct reconnaissance on 
Soviet ahipa in the Indian Ocean, 


We will not go into details concerning the American military presence in the 
area, but we will summarize the most important military formulas which 
the United States is relying upon to serve ite strategic interests there: 


1. Quick intervention forces which have been reorganized and whose 
headquarters ie in Florida, But they may not become a factor before 
1985. This is a weak spot which the Soviet Union ie trying to exploit in 
ite conflict with America, 





2. A return to the policy of alliances in the area, and seeking out 
countries that could undertake the role of guardian of American interests. 


3. Creation of permanent military bases. 


4. If we think back to some of the American military actions which were 
taken last year, especially during the last 3 monthe of that year, we find 
a real increase in the scope of the American naval presence in the Gulf. 
Naval units belonging to the Middle Bast [Naval] Command have increased 
from being 3 warships to 5 warships, 4 of which are destroyers. The 
remaining ship is the flagship "La Salle." 


5. There has been a noticeable number of visite to the area made by 
vessels from the 6th Fleet in the Mediterranean Sea and the 7th Fleet 
in the Indian Ocean. 


6. There has been an increase in air operations. At the beginning of this 
year America sent to the area a squadron composed of 18 fighter planes of 
the type F-15. 


7. European military support for America. British sources have indicated 
that Japan, France, West Germany, and Britain have agreed to offer the 
necessary support to carry out a comprehensive defense program for the 
Sultanate of Oman. This is to be within the “defense program for the 
Indian Ocean area," which America has set up. 


The question which suggests itself now is: Will this conflict between 
America and the Soviet Union, which is being carried out on all levels--oil- 
related, economic, political, ideological, and psychological--lead to an 
armed clash? 


The last issue of the Bulletin of Strategic Studies which is published in 
Loadon and which contains accurate and detailed information about the 
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American military presence in the Gulf area and which we have depended 
upon in thie atudy ae far ae military information ise concerned, says 

the following: "The present situation in the Gulf area is not free of 
great danger, both for the present and for the future. This danger hae 
become more clearly defined by virtue of the crisie in Lran, the Islamic 
revival, and the increase in nationaliatic feelings which are homile to the 
West. One could go so far as to say that the spread of weapons [in the 
area) will make the clash more serious, and that for this reason the 
present desire to supply the area with weapons will perhaps tend to ag- 
gtavate the danger of increased political unrest." 


What is the future of the conflict in the Gulf area? 


This ie something which we have no way of knowing now. It is clear that 
the parties in the conflict are making obvious efforts to impose their 
hegemony over the Gulf area, not only in order to secure their [supply 
of) ofl, but also in order to control the destiny of most of the peoples 
of the world. If American strategy in all of ite activities~~ine Luding 
the Camp Dav id deal, efforts which aim at the building of a "METO"” 
alliance, bringing China into the equation of the conflicting forces in 
the area--is directed toward thie great dream, then the Arab nation, and 
not only the Gulf area, faces a challenge of survival. The Gulf countries 
would lose their independence and sovereignty over their national 
resources so that the parties in conflict would exploit the process of 
the utilization of oil in order to achieve their aims for the purpose of 
dominating the world, beginning with the most fertile and most dangerous 
area of the world. The world is approaching a conflict on the deck of 
a ship which ie called "the Gulf.” 


9468 
CSO: 4802 

















INTER-ARAB AFFALRS 


STEADFASTNESS AND CONFRONTATION FRONT HOLDS SUMMIT IN LIBYA 
Paria AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 19 Apr 80 pp 24-25 


[Arcicle by Ae‘'ad Haydar and Louie Faris: "The Tripoli Conference: 
From Negative Steadfastness to Positive Steadfastnese") 


[Text] The Libyan-Palestinian diepute ended with 
[an agreement to] prohibit media wars and to seek 
arbitration from che Front's organizational bodies 
if necessary. 


Syria informed the conference that ite forces came 
across caches of weapons in Aleppo and Hamah and 
there they arrested armed individuals who were not 
Syrians. 


Qadhdhafi vieite Moscow in order to strengthen the 
Front's ties with the Soviets. 


Tripoli, Libya--"The conference has to come out with formulas which will 
transform the Front from @ political poster into a front which has teeth 
and claws capable of crushing ite enemy." This is what President Hafiz 
al-Assad said to some of those who were with him as he, along with 

Mr Yasir ‘Arafat and the members of the two delegations that were 
accompanying the two of them, was looking out of the window of their 
plane. They had been circling in the skies of Tripoli for more than 
half an hour, waiting for President ‘Abd-al-Pattah Iema'il's plane to 
land. 


On the runway of the Tripoli airport, journalists ae well as Arab and 
foreign ambassadors were anxiously awaiting the arrival of the plane 
which wae bringing the Syrian and Palestinian delegations. They wanted 
to see Col Mu'ammar Qadhdhafi meet Mr Yasir ‘Arafast so as to be able to 
predict the atmosphere of the 4th summit conference of the National 
Steadfastness and Confrontation Front, and consequently [to predict) 

ite decisions in view of the nature and form of this meeting and the 
extent of its cordiality. 
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But they did not have thie opportunity. The reason for thie wae firec of 
all the fear that the [Southern] Yemeni President ‘Abdl-al-Fattah 

Tema'il's plane might suffer a catastrophe because the plane's front wheels 
were not working. The second reason wae the demonstration and slogane 
which were being shouted at the airport area when President "Long live 
Arab Palestine, We want no solution based on surrender," 


All of thie atmosphere and these conditions contributed to delaying the 
inauguration of the summit conference until last Sunday morning. But 
Saturday ever ng, in honor of the heade of state and the members of the 
delgatione mrticipating at the summit conference, Col Qadhdhafi gave a 
party during which he made a long speech in which he presented hic ideas 
of what the summit conference's task should be in view of present-day 
conditione in the Arab world. In this speech the colonel eaid: "W: are 
the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front because our aim ie the total 
Liberation of Palestinian territory and the territory of the Arab countries. 
We are here to tell the world chat the rifles of Libya stand together 
with the rifles of Syria, Palestine, Yemen, and Algeria, and that it is 
not possible to distinguish between the investment of Arab money in Egypt 
and in America and Ierael." 


Inaclear reference to a desire [that the conference] emerge with positive 
results, Gadhdhafi concluded hie speech by saying: "We have not come to 

thie meeting in order to shake hands, embrace each other, and get acquainted. 
We already know each other. I am not going to say ‘Peace by upon you,’ 

becau e peace has become associated with surrender. But I do want to say: 
‘Let ue march forward, '" 


The 4th conference of the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front was in- 
augurated in the general assembly hall intended for conferences. 
Journaliete were not allowed to enter it. However, based on [| information 
from) people who were associated with the work of the conference, [we 

know that) the first speaker was Mr ‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam, the Syrian 
deputy prime minister and minister of foreign affairs. He gave those 
attending the meeting @ presentation about what occurred in the foreign 
minietere' meeting held 2 daye before this summit conference, and confirmed 
the fact that the ministers were in agreement about the necessity to 
acknowledge that the Front must be expanded and must rise to a higher 

and better level Next to speak was Mr ‘Abd-al-Muhsin Abu-Mayzar, who 
emphasized the necessity to adopt progressive positions which would be a 
basis for demandin; that the other Arab countries adopt these positions 

now that the Steadiastness and Confrontation countries have already committed 
themselves to them and taken action in accordance with them. 


Then Maj ‘Abd-al-Salam Llallud presented a summary of his views and discus- 
sions with the foreign ministers. He emphasized that "without a strong, 
firm and coherent Steadfastness Front which adopts a program which is more 
progressive than the decisions made at the two summit conferences at Baghdad 
and Tunis, the decisions of those two summit conferences will be sanctioned 
and regarded as the maximum demands of the Arabs. In fact, they were the 
minimum demands resulting from Arab compromise." 
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Jallud then demanded "the implementation of military and economic unity 
among che Steadfastness countries, based on the fact that armed struggle 
ie the only way to liberate Palestine, but keeping in mind that the 
political struggle should be complementary to it." Jallue’ concluded his 
speech by mentioning the necessity to "offer support to Syria, protect 
the Arabness of Lebanon, support ite independence, not permit any Arab 
party to join up with Sadat, and stress the necessity of fully sorting 
out our friends and our enemies," 


Then President 'Abd-al-Fattah Lema'il took the floor and emphasized his 
agreement with lallud's suggestions, etressing the necessity that the 
summit conference emerge "with a clear position and program that 
expresses the aspirations of the Arab masses, so that the 4th Arab 
conference in Tripoli will not be transformed into a repetition of the 
conferences at Baghdad, Tunis, and elsewhere." 


In spite of this agreement in pointe of view, the atmosphere remained 
heavy and was not conducive to progress. President Hafiz al-Assad then 
intervened and suggested that the session be concluded and that the heads 
of state meet in the afternoon. 


In the second session, President Assad took the floor and brought up 

the problem of the dispute between Abu-‘Ammar [Yassir ‘Arafat]) and the 
Libyans, and the necessity to solve this problem in order that [the 
conference) emerge with positive results. But Abu-'Ammar hastened to 
say: "There is no problem. Let us discuss the matters which concern the 
conference so that we do not get bogged down and have a [negative) effect 
on you all." But President Assad insisted on the necessity “of finding 

@ solution concerning this matter and on clearing the air." Then 

Col Mu'ammar Qadhdhafi spoke up and said: "Two months ago I gave a 
speech which Abu- ‘Ammar considered to be against him and against the 
Palestine cause. But this speech was a speech of solidarity with the 
Palestinian people and their cause, and I have the text of the speech 
and it can decide [the matter)." 





Before the heads of state concluded their meeting, Libyan television was 
rebroadcasting the speech which the Libyan president had given to the 
People's committees, The exchange reproachful statements stopped at this 
point. Then everyone started discussing the agenda embodied in a paper 
[worked out by] the foreign ministers. It seemed clear from the discussions 
that the conference was aiming at emerging with a series of executive 
decisions which wuld emphasize the following: 


1. The necessity to take decisions which go beyond the decisions 
reflecting the minimum demands that were taken at the summit conferences 
in Baghdad and Tunis. Thus the Front can change from being one of 
negative steadfastness to one of positive steadfastness, and "its 
negative position will be changed into action," as one of the heads of 
state participating in the conference said. He said that this must be 
done so that decisions will transform the Front “into a focal point 
around which the remaining Arab countries will rally, moving toward a 
position which is stronger and more sound." 


is 
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2. The Front's basis for acquiring a firm base is in building up the 
Front's institutions and in setting up quarters for a general secretariat, 
in addition to approving the establishment of a joint military command 

and the unification of economic and cultural organizations, 





3. The necessity of undertaking a careful operation of sorting out 
[the Fronc'e}) friends and enemies, because thie operation will enable 
the Front to develop a clear and stable strategy. 


4. The operation of sorting out [friends and enemies) should concern 

the Arab countries. The aim of this operation should be to prevent any 
Arab party from joining the Sadat vandwagon, either directly or indirectly. 
For this reason, the Front must take decisive decisions regarding ite 
relations with the Sultanate of Oman and Somalia, the two countries 

which are offering military facilities to the United States, and with 

the Sudan because it is hesitating and not severing relations with Egypt. 


5. The necessity of using the economic weapon in the struggle, and as 

a first step. On the basis of Col Qadhdhafi's speech at the dinner party, 
the principle of cutting off oil and gas from America was suggested. But 
since this is impossible due to economic reasons, especially in the case 
of Algeria which is on the way toward putting into effect its new 
economic Five-Year Plan, those attending the meeting suggested other 
alternatives which have to do with setting a strategic policy concerning 
the amount of oil production, ofl prices, and substituting the dollar 
with a basket of currencies. In addition to this, there is the matter of 
Arab deposits in American banks and how to utiiize them in the economic 
war. 


6. Means of support which the Front should offer to Palestinians in the 
occupied lands, in order that they continue their resistance, and 
alternative [measures] which should be taken in case autonomy is imposed on 
the West Bank and, especially, the Gaza Strip. 


7. The necessity of offering political and financial support to the 
Egyptian opposition generally, and, more particularly, to the Egyptian 
National Front which was formed recently and is headed by Gen Sa'd al-Din 
al-Shazili, so that it may continue its activity of opposing Sadat. 


In spite of the agreement in points of view and the desire to again 

put into practice the motto of unity in goals before unity in Arab ranks, 

an ateosphere of pessimiem still dominated the situation. Last Monday at 
noon, the longest session devoted to the Libyan-Palestinian dialogue. It 
lasted more than 5 whole hours. During it all issues were brought up with 
absolute frankness. Qadhdhafi accosted Abu- ‘Ammar with the following words: 


"Abu- ‘Ammar, am I against the Palestinian cause? And if I have my dif- 
ferences with "Fath" or with you, does this have to turn into a dispute 
with the PLO and with the Palestinian people?" 
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Abu- ‘Ammar anawered; "Nobody can doubt the fact that you are committed 

to the Palestinian cause and to working for ic, If any excesses or 
violations have taken place in this regard, then ic is the news media 
which have committed these excesses and violations." At this point, 

the leaders of the [Palestinian] resistance groups intervened, Dr George 
Habaeh epoke, and so did Nayif Hawacimah, Talal Naji and Abu-Salih (from 
Fath). What they all said had a common denominator. It was based on 

"the reality of bitter experience and recourse to the news media," as Talal 
Naji said, For thie reason, all of them suggested coming out with a set 
of political and organizational precepts eo that this experience would 

not be repeated between any of the parties of the Front, and so that no 
dispute between 4 Palestinian organization and an Arab country which is a 
member of the Front will "grow in magnitude to involve the whole PLO which 
constitutes the broad political framework for the Palestinians." 


At the end of the session, principles were defined for rela’.ionships between 
the PLO and any of ite branch groups and any country whicl. ie a member 

of the Steadfastness Front. [They were defined as being) within the 
following points, it being emphasized that the Steadfastness Front considers 
that the diepute which arose between Libya and Fath has nothing whatsoever 
to do with the PLO: 


l. In case any dispute occurs between any of the parties of the Front, 
they must completely refrain from seeking arbitration from the news media. 


2. Arbitration must be sought from the institutions of the Front, which 
will hold a special meeting to settle the dispute on the basis of presenting 
solutions which will be binding and which will be based on a decision made 
by the majority [of the members of the Front). 


3. The Front will take the necessary disciplinary steps in order to put 
an end to any negative activity or behavior on the part of anybody, 
organization, or member of the Front. 


Then the matter of Palestinian representation in Libya was brought up, 

and agreement was reached to confirm [as representatives of the Palestinians] 
the Political Committee which is composed of representatives of the 
[Palestinian] resistance groups in Libya, in addition to the head of the 

PLO office in Tripoli, Abu-Nabil (Kamal al-Sarraj. All of these groups 

are to be the channel of communication between official agercies of the 
Libyian people and those of the Palestinian people in Libya. 


After arriving at a "codification" of Libyan-Palestinian relations, 
Qadhdhafi and Abu-'Ammar embraced each other and everybody else showed 
a clear sense of relief when they left the session. 


After all the exchange of reproachful statements, which was considered 
to be in the nature of necessary self-criticism tc urging the Front to 
move forward, rather than fragment or weaken it, President Assad took 
the floor again and brought up the matter of the conspiracies which 
Syria is facing, especially since the heads of state had already brought 


17 











up this tesue, Assad emphasized "chat Syria has refrained from provoking 
some of ite neighbors into participating in causing trouble for [Syria], 

and has not even [provoked them) through the news media. [He emphasized 
that Syria) hae preferred to settle ite internal situation which involves 
the reactionary and conspiratorial forces themselves." Then he related the 
details of the discovery of arms caches in Aleppo and Hama and how some non- 
Syrians were arrested during the la test search operation which ended this 
week, 


During the evening session (last Monday), the heads of state and their 
foreign ministers began to put the finishing touches on the decisions, 
concerning which one delegation member said that "the most important thing 
about them is for them to remain confidential." Perhaps the most important 
of these decisions have to do with: 


--Choosing Damascus as the headquartere for the Steadfastness and 
Confrontation Front. 


~-Setting up a unified military command. 
--Offering financial aid to Syria, the PLO, Aden, and southern Lebanon. 


It was learned that the conference will delegate some of its members to 
undertake a trip to some of the Arab countries. Foremost on the list was 
Northern Yemen whose president ‘Abdallah Salih had sent a telegram of 
support to the conference. Also, President Qadhdhafi will make a visit 
to the Soviet Union in order to emphasize the fact that the Front "is 
sorting out, once and for all, its friends and enemies." Likewise, two 
delegations from the Front will undertake a visit to the Gulf countries 
and the nonaligned countries. 


The conference decided to form a higher political committee, on behalf of 
the Front, which will meet once every 6 months. And the conference 
decided to form a joint military command to be headed by a Syrian officer. 


The conference also decided to extend recognition to the Saharan Republic 
(the Polisario). 


Ae far as Iran is concerned, the conference, in its political statement, 
decided to support Iran in its confrontation with the United States. 


There remains only the problem of the European initiative which provoked 
widespread debate, first among the members of the delegations, and then 
among the Palestinians themselves. Those attending the conference found 
themselves divided into two groups: 


The first group was saying that the aim of the European initiative is to 
have the Camp David agreements enter the Arab countries through the window, 
after they had failed to enter through the door. 
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The other group was saying that political warfare requires the pursuit 

of action in conjunction with the European initiative, in order to gain 
the support of European public opinion, The matter was decided by means 
of a decision that thie initiative should be "controlled." The most 
important thing was that this initiative reach the point where it 
recognizes that the PLO ie the sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people and recognizes the right of the Palestinians to 
establish their own state. But if the European initiative remains within 
ite present insufficient framework, then ic will be necessary to stop it, 
because, in such a case, it will be nothing more than a "car attached 

to an American train," 


One of the prominent delegation members told AL-MUSTAQBAL: "It is not 
possible, within a few days, to overcome a difficult situation such as the 
one which the Front itself has been going through since it was founded, 
[and the one which] the Arab nation [has been going through] since Sadat's 
initiative. But if the Front works hard and remains silent, it will be 
able to transform iteelf into a rallying point for the remaining Arab 
countries." 


All that remains is to await implementation of these decisions which have 
come forth from the 4th summit conference of the Front in order to know the 
size of its new "fangs" in order to really change from being [a front] of 
negative steadfastness to one of positive steadfastness. 
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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


GULF STATES FEAR IRAQI-IRANIAN CONFRONTATION 
Parie AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 19 Apr 80 p 27 


[Article by Najib ‘Abd-al-Hadi: "There Is a Time Bomb in the Gulf, and 
Nobody Knowe When It Will Explode!") 


{Text} Kuwait is informing the Gulf countries that, at the present time, 
dealing with the [raqi-Iranian crisis is more important than resisting 
the Soviets in Afghanistan. It is no secret to any political observer 

or journalist that the Arabian Gulf area has become pregnant with events, 
and that developments concerning the political and security situation 

in the area are forcing the countries of the area to move quickly, and 

on every level, to avoid any real dangers which might threaten this area's 
security and well-being. 


Perhaps the only difficulty where the countries of the area face is to 

be found in the difference in the points of view concerning which of the 
Situations they face are the more critical, so that they can then classify 
these situations and place them in a hierarchy of priorities. 


For example, Kuwait feels chat there are explosive situations in the area 
which are far more important than the situation which is presently pre- 
dominating in Afghanistan. Kuwait also feele that Soviet influence in 
Afghanistan is nothing new, and that they have had a presence there for 
more than half a century. Even during the time of the monarchy, Afghanistan 
had special relationships with the Soviet Union. Kuwait feels that the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan is to be considered as a blatant attack 

on ite freedom and indepenieme. At the same time, however, Kuwait is of 
the opinion that there ate matters and situations which it would be more 
profitable and suitable to be concerned about and which are more worthy 
to be dealt with. 


For this reason, it is becoming clear that the area, even though it is 
striving to coordinate and unify the positions which it is adopting, is 
continuing to be the prisoner of political interpretations which are 
dominated by all sorts of factors. Perhaps the most prominent and 
obvious of these factors is the disparity in points of view among those 
who seek the reins of government and those in power. This disparity 
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in pointe of view in the interpretacion of Che internacional political 
equation is having a negative effect on the process of completing the 
casting of the links of coordimation and joining them into a single 
chain. 


Perhaps the most prominent of the hot and explosive issues which deserve 
the attention of the countries of the area is the critical situation 

that exists between Baghdad and Tehran. Here it seems that the road to 
a settlement is full of obstacles and dangers which are preventing the 
success of any attempt at mediation, no matter what the source of the 
mediation might be. For this reason the role which is being undertaken 
by Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, embodied in their attempt to convince 
President Saddam Hussayn and the Iraqi leaders to follow a policy of 
self-control, will remain a limited role. [They] will not be able to 
convince Baghdad or Tehran to forget their disputes and turn their 
attention to what is more important and more serious, in view of the 
plane that are being made for this area by the world's two superpowers. 
This ie not to mention the fact that Tehran is not prepared to accept 
any Saudi mediation since Tehran is waging a hostile media campaign 
against Riyadh. Because of this, the suggestion which favors the neces- 
sity of Saudi Arabia and Kuwait acting as mediators to defuse the 

powder keg before it explodes, remains in the category of wishful 
thinking. It is comparable to a person trying to blow air into a 
bagpipe with cracks in it, or to a cry in the wilderness, as one 
prominent Arab diplomat described the situation. 





Also Kuwait, along with the other countries of the area, finds itself 
committed to following a nationalistic policy concerning Arab aspirations, 
territories, and interests. This stated political policy inevitably 
clashes with the policy which is being followed by Iran. This in and 

of itself, constitutes an obstacle which is not easy to overcome. The 
clash between the two policies in the area will sooner or later lead to 
the emergence of violent disputes, not only between Iran and iraq, but also 
between Iran and the whole Arab world which has come to view the regime 

in Iran with a lot of anxiety mixed with tension and wariness. A 
prominent Kuwaiti official told AL-MUSTAQBAL: "Any Arab mediation, even 
mediation by the Palestinians, will not be effective. Palestinian 
mediation did succeed in putting a stop to a clash which almost occurred 
between Iran and Bahrain, and was able to prevent the situation between 
them from exploding, by virtue of an order which was given by the Imam 
Ayatollah Khomeyni. But will matters be easy for the PLO when it deals 
with mediating the disputes between Iran and Iraq? 


"All of us know the reasons and justifications for this dispute, and all 
of us look forward to establishing good and balanced relations with Iran. 
But is this within the reach of the Arabs, and is Iran prepared to under- 
stand the political situation in the area and, with such a spirit of 
understanding, to try to regain the trust which has disappeared between 
it and these countries?" 
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The Kuwaiti official added: "There is talk about a trip which might be 
undertaken by the foreign minister of Iran, Mr Sadeq Qotbzadeh, to the 
countries [of the area]. The purpose of this trip is to investigate the 
facts and to explain Iran's point of view with regard to everything that 
ig going on and is happening in the area. What will this trip result 
in, if it takes place? And to what extent will it be effective? Will 
it be able to turn over a new leaf in Arab-Iranian relations?" 


A high Arab official said to AL-MUSTAQBAL: "The Arabs are prepared to 
understand all of the fears that beset Iran, but is Iran itself pre- 
pared to forget its differences, to renounce its policy, and consequently 
to shake hands with the Arabs and establish a type of constructive 
cooperation between itself and us?" The high Arab official added: 

"Most likely Iran will not do this, and, because of the dichotomy in its 
regime, it will remain unable to understand what it wants even for itself. 
Arab-Iranian relations will keep on moving in a vicious circle until 

the situation settles down in Iran and ite regime comes to have clear 
aims." He added: “The Arab world has hoped that Iran would end the 
hostage crisis and would remove the specter of both a hot and a cold 

war from the countries of the area. If the regime in Iran really were 
looking out for its own interests and the interests of the area, and 

were interested in its security and stability, it would put an end to 
this crisis which has already been doing on for approximately 6 months 
and which carries within it the sparks of an explosion. Only God knows 
the extent of the effect which it will have." 


The Arab official concluded: "We have opposed, and still oppose, any 
measures taken by the United Staces against Iran, and we have informed the 
parties concerned of our position. On the other hand, we have stated 

that continuing to hold the hostages is an act which conflicts with the 
principles of international law. We have hoped that Iran would find a 
solution to this crisis. But it has not done go, and the crisis has kept 
on influencing the situation to the point where the United States has 
decided to apply some sanctions against Iran. What we fear the most 

is that the thing that we have been afraid of and have been trying to 
prevent will actually happen.” 
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AFGHANISTAN 


MOHAMMAD ASLAM WATAN YAR TO REPLACE KARMAL 
Quetta JANG in Urdu 21 Apr pp 1, 4 


{Text} London, 20 Apr (JANG Correspondent)--It is expected that Mohammad 
Aslam Watan Yar, the ‘iron man' of the Afghan army, will replace Babrak 
Karmal as Afghanistan's president. Watan Yar ie at present the minister of 
planning in the Karmal administration. According to reports, Mohammad Aslam 
Watan Yar visited Moscow in the early part of this month. Diplomatic sources 
here interpret his Moscow visit to mean that Babrak Karmal is soon to be re- 
placed. 


The Sunday Times, in a report from Kabul, has said that Babrak Karmal has 
failed to maintain his hold over the Russian army. According to reports, 
Russian forces keep on destroying and completely wiping out all Afghan villages 
whose people refuse to accept the new reforms; the army even destroys standing 
crops.According to the Times, the highest officials in Kabul sent a secret 
message to Mrs Indira Gandhi, prime minister of India, in which they requested 
her to intervene with the Soviets and ask them to stop torturing innocent 
Afghan villagers and put an end to the genocide being carried on by the 

Russian army. 


Babrak Karmal, it is reported, has become a mere prisoner of the Russians. 
Karmal's residence, the palace of the former king Zahir Shah, is, with the 
exception of about a dozen Afghan citizens, entirely in the hands of the 
Russians. Karmal's bodyguards are Russian, his doctor is a Russian, his con- 
fident is a Russian and even six of his top adivsors are Russian. Babrak 
Karmal has so much separated himself from the people of Afghanistan that even 
hie father has told him if he, Babrak, wants tosee father, he should not come 
to his father's house with Russians. 
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AFGHANISTAN 


BRIEFS 


MUJAHEDIN RADIO STATION--Kabul, 27 Apr (P.P.R.)=-=The Afghan organization 
Higb-e-lelami has set up ite own radio etation. It started broadcasting 
yesterday. The broadcasts can be heard from 7:00 to 6:30 in the morning. 
The station's broadcaste in Pushtu and Farei can also be heard in the 
evening. (Text) [Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 28 Apr 80 p 8) 9612 


MUJAHEDLN DEPORTED TO SIBERIA~-Mir Pur, Azad Kasimir, 28 Apr--Maulana Mahmud 
Mufti said here that Russia hae arrested 15 thousand mujahedin insurgents and 
sent them away to Siberia. In addition, almost 100,000 Afghanis are now locked 
up in Afghan jails. Speaking at a convention in Mir Pur, Mahmud Mufti said 
the atrocities committed on the moslems of Afghanistan are no longer a4 secret. 
The number of Afghan refugees coming into Pakistan has reached nearly one 
million. According to reports, Mufti said, Russian helicopters have bombarded 
a number of residential areas and villages out of existence. In spite of this, 
the mujahedin keep on fighting. They take away ammunition from the Russians 
and challenge them back with it. The Russian armies have also destroyed 

wheat crops, because Russia wants to starve the mujahedin. Maulana Mahmud 
Mufti further said that by way of Afghanistan, Russia wants access to the 

oil fields and has designs not only on Pakistan, but also on Iran, Kuwait and 
Saudi Arabia. [Text] [Lahore NAWA-I-WAQT in Urdu 29 Apr 80 p 10) 9612 
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MAJLES ELECTION FACTORS ANALYZED 
Tehran IRAN POLITICAL DIGEST in Englieh 12 May 80 pp 2-10 


[Text] The second round of elections for the National Assembly wae held 
last Friday, and the resulte are echeduled to be announced during the cur- 
rent week. The future national assembly, to be inaugurated after the 
second round of elections, occupies special significance since, apart from 
being the first [ranian Parliament in the Islamic Republican regime, it 
is to carry out 4 number of major functions. These include ratification 
of the credentials of the country's President, giving a vote of confidence 
to the first official cabinet of the Islamic Republic and, most important 
of all, determining the fate of the U.S. hostages held in Iran. The 
last-named is the most crucial issue confronted by the present Government 
in Lran, and is also one of the major problems in the world politics today. 


In this survey, the Parliamentary elections would be reviewed in the 
following order: 


I--A review of the firet round of Parliamentary polls. 


li--The second-round elections, and stands adopted by various groupe or 
then. 


IlI--Composition and form of the future national assembly. 


I--Review of First-Round Elections: In the first round of parliamentar: 
elections brought in their wake much criticiem and controversial discus- 
sions. A group of candidates, who had secured absolute majority, of 50 
percent of the polled votes, were elected to the national assembly from 
different cities of Iran. Wow, the second round of parliamentary elec- 
tions is being participated by those remaining candidates, who received 
relative majority votes inthe first round and constitute double the num- 
ber of actual vacant seats in the assembly from every region. This num- 
ber, for example, in Tehran is 24, since 18 candidates, who secured 
absolute majority votes during the first round of parliamentary elections, 
were chosen as members of the future assembly. 





Many cases of deficiency in the first round of elections were pointed out 
by different groups and the general public, and 4 case-by-case description 
of all of them ia beyond the scope of thie survey. However, reference can 
be made to some of these cases, such as two-phase nature of elections, 
publicity campaign in favour of a certain group and against another on 

the eve of those polls, election publicity on the day of the elections, 
exploitative propaganda during some of the masse Friday prayers, replace- 
ment of some governors and governore-general at national level on the eve 
of the elections, candidature of executive officials in the elections, re- 
placement of officials at the Interior Ministry, the typical role played 
by the Iranian Radio and Television Organisation in case of Parliamentary 
candidates, filling up of ballot papers on behalf of illiterate voters, 
and protest by « member of the Central Supervisory Council on Elections. 


These cases, irrespective of any judgment about their correctness or other~ 
wine, along with several others, figured in complaints made by various 
groupe during the course of the first round of parliamentary elections. 

Due to enormity ot complaints, a seven-member commission was set up, upon 
a proposal of President Abolhasan Bani-Sadr and ite approval by Iran's 
Revolutionary Council, to probe into the irregularities and fraudulent 
practices in the firet round of elections. However, three members of this 
commission withdrew themselves in the early stage of this probe. It is 
said that the findings of this seven-member probe commission would be 
announced by the end of this week. 


There were many criticieme to the mode of first-round elections. Below 
we reproduce some of the views expressed in this respect in the DAILY 
ETTELA'AT of May 6, 1980: 


Reza Iefahani, Deputy Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development: "The 
last round of elections should act as an eye-opener for the second round. 
The Parliamentary candidates should act very carefully. They should in- 
struct their own supervisors at the elections to check every sort of 
explicit or implicit violations, or, in other words, the deceptive propa- 
ganda or a misuse of the illiterate people.” 


Engineer Katirai, former Minister: “The two-phased Parliamentary elections 
are not in the interests of our country in the present circumstances. If 
there was only one round of elections, there would have been no such 
problems as confronted now. In that case, the national assembly would 

have already started to function and perhaps the regular government too 
would have now been chosen by it. What has been said in most of the com- 
plaints is that despite instructions to put an end to elections canvassing 
24 hours before the start of polling, many individuals and groups didn't 
heed these instructions and intentionally continued their canvassing in 
favour of own candidates and against their opponents. This act certainly 
went against the Islamic Republican system and the moral atmosphere pre- 
vailing in our revolutionary society. In my opinion, the Interior Minis- 
try should, with full force, check such elections canvassing in all cases." 











The National Front: "The second round of elections is being held at a 
time when the country is faced by most critical conditions in the real 
sense of the word, The U.S. military invasion of Iran, a rise in sabo- 
tage activities and bomb explosions, the teasue of cultural revolution, 
incidents at various universities, continued attacks and resultant 
Clashes between the protesting political groupe, tension and civil war 
in Kordestan, hostage-taking at the Iranian Embassy in London, and many 
other incidents, each one of whic! .e# sufficient to create critical con- 
ditions in the country, It ise, therefore, quite illogical to go on with 
the elections in such an atmosphere and climate." 


Parvanch Forouhar, the Irapian Nation Party: "The resulte of first round 
of elections should be cancelled in view of a large number of irregulari- 
ties. We have access to many witnesses in thie regard. Without the annul- 
ment of the first-round elections, and holding a probe into the irregulari- 
ties and fraudulent practices that have taken place in it, no second-round 
elections should be held as these would greatly hurt the people's beliefs. 
Supposing there might not take place any irregularities committed in the 
earlier round, It should be kept in mind that the same irregularities 
accounted for the failure of a large number of candidates in finding their 
way into the Parliament. In any way, there is no logic in holding the 
second round of elections until the irregularities and shortcomings of the 
previous round are not probed seriously." 


Ali Akbar Moinfar, the Ielamic Coalition Candidate: "Main problem with 
elections in Iran is that a majority of voters, being illiterate, are 
unable to fill up their ballot papers themselves. They have no alterna- 
tive but to seek help. However, this help, coming from any political 
group, creates controversy. Until the whole population becomes literate, 
such charges and accusations would exist there, as opposite groups would 
continue to charge each other for misusing these illiterate people at the 
time of filling in their ballot papers. To avoid such practices, illite- 
rate individuals should be allowed to bring their trusted persons inside 
the polling booths where those individuals should, in front of the super- 
visory teams, fiil up the ballot papers. Later, both the voter and his 
helper should leave the polling booth together. However, this procedure 
should not be allowed to be misused by professional literates in order to 
create another controversy.” 


li--Second-Round Elections: The second-round parliamentary elections have 
been more favourably viewed by different groups. All those who had objected 
to the two-phased nature of the elections, haven't shown much opposition 
to the oncoming second round of these polls due to the following two 
reasons: 


a) The two-phased nature of elections is considered as a foregone conclu- 


sion, and as such their protest against these elections, at this late 
stage, would have no bearing on the final results. 
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b) The first-round test showed that two-phased elections in line with 
what was anticipated, were not the disadvantage of the minority groups, 
and in case they really enjoy popular backing, they would be able to send 
their representatives into the national assembly by thie mode of elec- 
tions. 


The Daily JOMHOURI ISLAMI, official organ of the Lalamic Republican Party, 
which was, from the very beginning, the supporter of holding the parlia- 
mentary elections on regional basis and, later, backed the two-phased 
nature of such elections, has written in its editorial of May 5: 


"After the regional elections plan, the two-phased polls proposal was made. 
Immediately afterwards, a series of political analyses, scientific interpre- 
tations and colourful communiques began to be issued. There were announce- 
mente all around the place. Even a people's group claimed that this 
treacherous plan wae innovated originally by General Charles de Gaulle, 

and emulated by the reactionary elements. 


In any case, the first round of elections was held. All of us witnessed 
that none of these ‘people's candidates’ were victorious in the first- 
round elections. (The same would have happened if the elections had 
only a single phase.) The two-phased elections plan thus provided them 
an opportunity to test their luck a second time, with the hope that per- 
haps they could be able to send, at least one of their representatives into 
Parliament of genuine representatives, through propaganda, fraud or by 
telling lies. Above all, in case this plan proves detrimental to any 
group, it would be no other than the one adherent to the line of Imam 
Khomeini, since ite candidates had secured relative majority votes all 
over Iran in the first round of the elections. Had the elections taken 
place on a single-phase basis, these candidates would have easily found 
their way into the Parliament. 


Why did the groups adherent to the line of Imam Khomeini consent them- 
selves to such a sacrifice? Why did they accept the two-phased system 
of elections? And why did these already-exposed progressive groups de- 
mnounce this plan? This subject should be minutely reviewed by us." 


On the eve of the second round of the parliamentary elections, each one 
of the political groups have outlined their stands. A review of these 
stands indicated that the first-round experiment has brought about changes 
in the strategies of some of these groups. These stands as under: [as 
printed] 


1. Islamic Republican Party--Similar to the former phase of elections, 
this Party again coalesced with the religious groups of identical think- 
ing, and formed the "Great Coalition.” Participants in this coalition 
are: The "Crusading Clergy Society of Tehran,” The Islamic Republican 
Party, and other coalescing Islamic groups. This coalition group, which 
had secured between 60 and 70% of the assembly seats in the first round 
of elections, expects to be victorious over all other groups, especially 
the leftists and liberals, in this round as well. The group has been 
able to nominate its candidates for contesting elections from all con- 
stituencies in the country. 
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2. Liberal Group--This group, which has chosen the name of "“Hamnam" for 
itself, comprises the supporters of Mehdi Razargan (the former Prime 
Minister), Ayatollah Zanjani, Mohammad Taghi Shariati, and some pro- 
Mossadegh political parties. This group also plans to vote for the can- 
didates of some other groups which are not included in the "Great Coali- 
tion," such as Kazem Sami (from JAMA) and Masoud Rajavi (from Mojahedeen 
Khalq). 


It must be reminded that one of the successful candidates, associated 

with the Liberal Group, has been stripped out of his national assembly 
membership on the charge of collaborating with the SAVAK (the former 
intelligence organisation of the Shah). He was Abolfazl Qasemi, represen- 
tative from Darreh Gaz and the Secretary-general of the Iran Party. The 
Election Supervisory Council, following Mr Qasemi's victory over his 

Ielamic rival and his being elected to the Parliament, announced that it 

had found documents proving his collaboration with SAVAK, and hence declared 
cancellation of the elections from that constituency. 


3. Tudeh Party--Thie Party has no candidates of its own in this round, 
since none of its candidates could secure considerable number of votes 

in the firet round of elections, and thus were placed far below the other 
candidates who became eligible for participating in the next round. But 
the Tudeh Party would take part in the second round of elections and cast 
votes in favour of the candidates chosen from different groups. A party 
announcement explains its policy for the second round of elections in the 
followiag terms: 


"For the second round of elections, there are two candidates for each vacant 
seat in the assembly. For example, if there are scheduled to be elected 
three other representatives from a city, then out of all the candidates 
remaining in the field after the first round of elections, the top six 
candidates, polling largest number of votes in the first round, would be 
eligible to contest the second round, and the voters would choose three 

of them for being sent to the Parliament. In Tehran, which has a total 

of 30 seats in the new national assembly, 18 members were elected in the 
first round of elections on the basis of absolute majority votes. As such, 
12 remaining representatives are to be chosen out of 24 candidates in the 
field. 


The Tudeh Party of Iran is following in the second round, similar to all 
previous occasions, its policy which is based upon principles calling for 
preparation of a wider and firmer groundwork to unite a variety of forces 
originating from the people. It, therefore, recommends that the people 
should vote in favour of those candidates who are considered as a part of 
the fevolutionary forees, and whose presence in the parliament would help 
unite these forces, thus facilitating the process of boosting independence 
and freedom. 





We believe that these characteristics cannot be monopolised by a single 
group or a political party. We hold the opinion that a variety of revo- 
lutionary figures, possessing different political and ideological incli- 
nations and belonging to different organisations, are following such a 
path. We opine that thie very opportunity of elections, scheduled for 
Friday, May 9, can be utilised in a revolutionary manner to consolidate 
the people's forces and to show the need for coordination, understanding 
and unity of all these forces through electing the deserving personali- 
ties. 


It is on this account that, in order to implement the same policy, founded 
on principles, we recommend that out of the second-round candidates in 
Tehran, our party members and supporters should cast their votes in 

favour of three candidates, namely Dr Kazem Sami Kermani, Masoud Rajavi 

and Saiyed Kazem Mousavi Bojnourdi. These figures are considered to be 
among the revolutionary forces of our country. Although possessing differ- 
ent political and ideological views and coming from separate organisations, 
their presence in the national assembly would help the major cause of 
defending the Iranian revolution, crushing our main enemy--the U.S. 
imperialism--and the need for uniting different revolutionary forces. 


In various townships, too, our party organisations would, in accordance 
with the same principles of our policy, support the deserving candidates." 
(Mardom, May 7, 1980) 


As is observed from the names of the above three candidates, the Tudeh 
Party has tried to choose one candidate from each group in the following 
manner: Kazem Sami (from the liberals), Masoud Rajavi (from the leftists), 
and Saiyed Kazem Mousavi (from the Islamists). 


4. Mojahedeen Khalq--This is the only Marxist group that has succeeded 

in sending its candidates into the second round. Masoud Rajavi, one of 

the leaders of this Organisation, has, in spite of all the opposition 
confronted by him from the radical religious groups, managed to enter the 
second round of Parliamentary elections by securing a considerable 

number of votes. It is to be noted that he had enjoyed the support of 

all Leftist groups and the liberals prone to the left. In this round of 
elections, he is also being backed by the supporters of President Abolhasan 
Bani-Sadr and Mehdi Bazargan. In an announcement, Bazargan recently said: 


"At this juncture when the noble and victorious nation of Iran is going to 
the second round of polls, we expect that, for the sake of unity and rights 
of the minority groups, Masoud Rajavi, who is the representative of a 

group of zealot and faithful youth, would be elected to the Parliament to 
be able to sincerely cooperate with other groups in good faith, and also 

to serve Almighty God and the people.” 
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5, Fedayeen-Khalq Guerrillas--This Organisation, which has been recognised 
ae anti-religious and an armed Marxist group, didn't introduce any candi- 
dates. 


In ite announcement of May 5, it recommended in the following manner to 
ite members who constitute a powerful group among the intellectual youngmen: 


"In these sensitive days when our countrymen are confronted with imperial- 
iat threats and aggressions spearheaded by the U.S. imperialiem, the 
Fedayeen Khalq Guerrillas Organisation of Iran believes that success of 
the candidates of provresesive forces in the national assembly elections 
would consolidate the position of our struggling front against the U.S. 
imperialiem which is the main enemy of our people. 


We should try, with our greater participation in the second round of elec- 
tions, to send the candidates of the Mojahedeen Khalq Organisation of Iran 
to the Parliament instead of the compromising, liberal, conservative and 
radical candidates.” 


6. Bureau for People's Cooperation With President: As is evident from 
ites title, it is not any organisation or a party. However, in political 
circles, it is known as a party of pro-Bani-Sadr people. This Bureau has 
no specific candidates of its own, but had named a group of liberals and 
progressive religious individuals out of the existing parliamentary candi- 
dates. President Bani-Sadr himself has indirectly expressed his desire 
that his supporters would also cast their votes in favour of Masoud 

Rajavi so that a minority group representative could also enter the 

future parliament. However, Masoud Rajavi's name has not officially 
figured in the list of Bani-Sadr's supporters. 


Thus, the above-named groups, with their contrasting views, participated 

in the second round of Parliamentary elections. But it should be pointed 
out that during the intervening period between the first and second round 
of elections, a number of important events happened in the country which 

have undoubtedly affected the fate of the second-round elections. These 

events can be summarised as under: 


a) Removal of offices of leftist organisation from Universities: In this 
way, the Marxist and liberal groups lost their major strongholds to carry 
out their electioneering campaigns in the second round. 


b) American armed forces’ aggression in Iran that once again aroused pub- 
lic feelings, and gave an opportunity to the radical religious groups to 
again restrain their opponents from campaigning against them. They (the 
radicel religious groups) were thus able to nip in the bud any opposition 
move by accusing them of collaborating with U.S. imperialism. 
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Ill--Future National Assembly: It can already be predicted that the future 
national assembly of Iran would, to a large extent, be under the influence 
of the radical religious groups. The Islamic Republican Party, represent- 
ing the prejudiced religious section of population, would hold 70 percent 
seats in the future parliament. But considering the undermentioned factors, 
one shouldn't be very pessimistic about the parliament, now in the process 
of formation: 


1, Although Imam Khomeini has made it completely clear that he is desirous 
of the future assembly to be an "Islamic" one, yet it doesn't seem likely 
that he could want this Ielamic parliament to be brought under the domina- 
tion and influence of any particular group. 


2. Since 30 percent of the parliamentarians would not be religious indi- 
viduals or would not be cooperating with the Islamic Republican Party, 

it can be hoped that the supporters of President Abolhassan Bani-Sadr 
would form a strong minority group in the future parliament. 


3, It ie not yet known whether all the epresentatives, who have won their 
parliamentary seats with the help and support of the Islamic Republican 
Party (IRP), would be one hundred percent the supporters of IRP leaders. 
There is every chance that a group of these representatives could join 
hands with other groups, especially if we consider the fact that there 
exist, in the cities of Qom, Mashad and Tabriz, strong religious nuclii 
which are opposed to IRP. 


We reproduce here the viewpoints of various political groups on the likely 
composition of the future national assembly from May 5 issue of the daily 
KAYHAN: 


Hamnam Group: "The future national assembly would have a basic and deci- 
sive role in the continuance of the revolution, and in bringing about 
unity ard coordination among the Islamic revolutionary forces. It would, 
to the extent possible, lead the society toward uniting the forces, and 
the parties toward moderation. It would shun from discord, dispersion, 
envy, enmity, hunger for power and monopolisation. 


Therefore, in our opinion, the most desirable composition of the parlia- 
ment would be the one that leads to unity and minimises the number of par- 
liamentary groups. There is no objection to a unity of action among 
representatives believing in different modes of thinking and coming from 
miscellaneous groups. Opponents, if enjoying sufficient number of votes, 
should enter the parliament. Islam has the spirit of tolerating the be- 
liefs of opponents." 


Bureau For People's Cooperation With the President: ‘If the Parliament 
comes to confront the stand taken by the executive, it would result in 

creation and continuance of various decision-making centers, and subse- 
quently in the weakening of the Government. But as was observed during 
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the loth Parliament, it led to the ineffectiveness and loss of status of 
this body. Such an assembly would always have to retreat in the face of 
public demands, Such a phenomenon would, more than anything else, 

have an adverse effect in the international politics. ‘There would be 

valn hopes for defeating the Lslamic revolution, leading to a weakness 

in cooperation and reliance of the oppressed world upon us. But they 
would not succeed in bringing the Government into submission. The exper- 
fence of the l6th and 1/th Parliaments is a good example in this case when 
the minority group, favouring the Government, along with millions of 
masses, controlled the majority group." 


‘Great Coalition': "The desirable composition is that which can maintain 
the revolution in its policy of ‘Neither East nor West.' Our revolution 
has been accomplished with the saciifices made by our martyrs who have 

done that for the progress of Islam, and it should act towards boosting 

the principles of Islam and its objectives. Therefore, this parliament 
should function in this line. The line of Imam Khomeini should be followed 
under the personal guidance of the Imam. This is an ideal composition. It 
is just possible that some individuals, who happen to be under the influ- 
ence of the Eastern or Western culture, find their way into the national 
assembly. We assert that these two cultures fail to meet the demands of 
the members of our society, and only the Islamic revolution is capable of 
fulfilling the needs of the present-day man. If individuals, possessing 
such ideas, enter the parliament, then they would automatically find them- 
selves face to face with the nation." 


Spokesman of the Mojahedeen Khalq Organisation: "If the people are really 
sincere to the revolution, the nation and Islam, then they must have come 
to realise the harm done to the enciety by the monopolistic policies during 
the past year. They must have also discerned that such conflicts and 
inclinations, apart from fanning up internal differences, satiating per- 
sonal and collective greed, leading the society towards chaos and disillu- 
sioning the people from the revolution, have not only produced no positive 
results, but have also added to many of the difficulties faced by our 
society. 


Hence, it can undoubtedly be declared that all sections of the nation, and 
all the groups and organisations rooted into the people have thoroughly 
understood thit the only way to free the revolution from its present dead- 
lock is the renunciation of monopolistic tactics, and formation of genuine 
councils. These councils should rightly guarantee peaceful co-existence 
of all sections of population as well as of different schools of thought 
that are rooted into the people. We are now onthe eve of setting up 

the top echelon of all councils, namely the national assembly. It is a 
parliament that should rightly act as the highest and most competent body 
for expressing the problems of the society and for resolving the national 
issues. This parliament should be a venue that would turn all its differ- 
ences, tussles and discontent into peace and amity." 


CSO: 4920 
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TEHRAN TERRORIZING KURDISH AUTONOMISTS 
Berlin DER TAGESSPIEGEL in German 1 May 80 p 3 


[Article by Wolfgang Endler: "Kurds Fight for Autonomy; Persian Propaganda 
and the Actual Situation in Kurdistan--New Attempts at Oppression" ] 


[Text] The conflict between the Iranian government and the United States, 
Japan and Western European countries, which has been becoming more and more 
serious in recent days, should not divert our attention from the controver- 
sies existing in the country of Iran itself. Their causes are to be found, 
in the first place, in the enormous economic and social problems: persis- 
tent mass unemployment (about 3 or 4 million people), scarcities and increases 
in the prices of basic foodstuffs (long lines of people waiting for bread 
outside of bakeries are a reliable indicator), poor health care and a housing 
shortage (approximately 100,000 apartments being built in and around Tehran 
alone have not been completed up to the present). The fact that more and 
more people see the reasons for that not only in the lamentable situation 
left behind by the Shah's regime but also in the incapability of the official 
and unofficial governments, as embodied by Bani-Sadr and Khomeyni, can be 
inferred both from the smalier numbers of people taking part in rightist 
Islamic demonstrations and from the relatively open criticism offered by 
ordinary citizens on television programs. 


In the second place, the question of nationality has great explosive power 

in a country such as Iran, which is made up of people of many nationalities. 
More than half of the approximately 35 million citizens are of non-Persian 
nationalities, with the Kurds being the most numerous group after the 
Azerbaidjanis, and the most important group from the political point of view. 
The reason for this is not to be found in the "“war-like nature" of the 
population of "wild Kurdistan." Romanticism of the Karl May type has no 
place in the daily life of the Kurds of Iran, Iraq, Syria, Turkey and the 
USSR. Instead, the suppression of their language and culture, which has 
been going on for centuries and, in particular, their poor material situation, 
have evoked their resistance again and again. 


In view of the great contribution to the overthrow of the Pahlevi dictator- 
ship which was provided by Iranian Kurds, it is an incomparably cynical thing 
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the present rulers do when they frequently call the Kurdish opposition 
"counterrevolutionaries,” "friends of U.S. imperialism and Zionism," and 
the like. 


The official propaganda imputes separatism and cooperation with the Iraqi 
regime~-accusations which are also spread by Western mass media in certain 
situations--to the Kurds. The fact that all the demands of the Iranian Kurds 
(for example, the eight-point resolution of 10 January 1979 from Mahabad and 
the "proposal by the representatives of the Kurdish people regarding autonomy 
for Kurdistan" of 26 December 1979) find their culmination in the phrase 
“democracy for Iran--autonomy for Kurdistan," and in that sense have been 
negotiated with the government many times, can scarcely be denied. In the 
latter document, Kurdistan is described, in Section 3, as an autonomous 
region within the state of Lran. 





The spokesman for the Kurdish movement, Sheik Ezzedin Hosseini, stated, in 
an interview on 1 April 1980: "It is our purpose to establish genuine 
democracy in all of Iran and then to convert our common ideas regarding 
autonomy into actuality. Also, without democracy in Iran there cannot be 
any genuine autonomy for Kurdistan." And that is where the greatest danger 
for the "Islamic republic” lies. If the experiences of the Kurds with the 
democracy which has been practiced by them were to be repeated everywhere 
in the country, the power of the spiritual and temporal leaders in Qom and 
Tehran would soon be a thing of the past. 


While I was in that part of Iran, I observed “with my own eyes" how dispens- 
able an army, a country-constabulary force, a police force and the Pasdaran 
(Guards of the Revolution) are. The Peshmerga (the designation for armed 
Kurds belonging to any organization which is fighting for democracy and 
autonomy) are the only forces which are suitable for guarding the borders 
and for ‘internal security," since the support they get from the over- 
whelming majority of the population is even more important than their great 
military capabilities. That is one of the reasons why there is practically 
no criminality in the cities and towns. 


Of even more importance is the fact that the people have drawn closer 

together to face the threat presented by “he institutions of the central 
government. They have discovered a capability within themselves, more and 
more, to shape their own lives. Numerous inhabitants of various urban districts 
work in self-administration committees which run lending libraries, for 

example, or improve the appearance of the cities, take care of the well- 

being of young people addicted to drugs, serve as guards in their districts 

at night, and a great many other things. 


Associations and councils have been formed in the many villages which take 
‘eint responsibility for production and sales and also handle the distribu- 
tion of the land of big landowners who have fled. Khomeyni and his suppor- 
ters--always vocally on the side of the poorest and the most exploited--have 
fought on the side of the feudalists, in practice, right from the beginning. 
Sheik Hosseini characterizes the government's intentions as follows: "Since 
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their defeat in the last war, they have been trying 4 new approach. One 
method consisted, and still consists, of giving weapons to the big land- 
owners, equipping the so-called Muslim Peshmerga in that way. We have the 
names of many of these feudaliats to whom money was given in Tehran (Note: 
they are living there now; their palaces in Sanandaj, etc., are now empty). 
Mout of them cooperated with the former regime--with the Savak, for example." 


Why a land reform has not yet been carried out after a whole year of “Islamic 
revolution" has been clear for a long time, at least to the Kurdish farmers. 
Inhabitants of the village of Mirava (60 kilometers from Sanandaj) told me: 
"We have seen that Khomeyni and the new government do not want to fulfill 

our wishes and demands. If they had really wanted to do that, some things 
might have chenged for us a long time ago. It is true that we are illiterate, 
but we are not stupid. They just tell us lies and put on an act." 


Other obvious proofs of democratic activities and tolerance for differing 
opinions are the numerous bookstands representing many different political 
trends, bulletin boards with leaflets and the newspapers of small groups 
and the atmosphere of open discussion among the Iranian Kurds. I regard 
the fact that the former Savak center now has become the first Kurdish 
university thanks to the initiative of Kurds as something that symbolizes 
a real change in conditions. 


A number of soldiers of the Iranian army can be seen in the streets, but 
without their weapons. They have to leave them behind in the barracks. The 
Kurdish movement was strong enough to bring that about. Anyway, the members 
of the army are not discriminated against anywhere. For me, that was very 
surprising at first, for I don't think anyone has forgotten the bombings 

of villages and cities by the Iranian Air Force and similar crimes in August 
1979. 


The present attack on Kurdistan resembles the war of August 1979 in many 
ways. Each time the armed clashes were preceded by a gigantic barrage of 
propaganda and the suppression of the leftist and the liberal press. Again 
this time the fairy tale of Iraqi support for "the Kurds" was repeated. Just 
as wide a gap yawns between that claim and the truth as yawns between the 
desires of the Iraqi government and the actual situation. The fact that many 
Kurds have learned something from their former mistakes and are not allowing 
themselves to be misused as tools of foreign powers became apparent in early 
February of this year, for example, when Peshmerga smashed the Razgari group 
which had been built up by Iraq and which claimed to want to support its 
brothers in Iran. 


When the members of that organization were disarmed, only two people were 
wounded because they had been penetrated in advance by liberation fighters 

and the attack on their strongholds could therefore be carried out simul- 
taneously from inside and outside. Also, the Pasdaran, which had had to leave 
Sandanaj a day earlier after a 29-day general strike, never demonstrated any 
particular eagerness about fighting that group. That, too, amounts to a 
parallel with the preceding year, when the Peshmerga reported to the govern- 
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ment that officers loyal to the shah would remain in the mountains, but the 
Iranian troops did not take any action againet General Oveisei and his 
friends, but againet the Kurds, instead, At that time, the army had marched 
in under the pretext that it was conducting normal maneuvers, Thies time 

it is allegedly ite desire to push forward to the Iraqi border to be able 

to make war against the Baath regime, When Bahman Nirumand said, in an 
interview: "The altercations with Iraq are to serve ae an alibi for smash- 
ing the Kurdish people on both sides of the border,” he was expressing the 
feare of many friends of the Kurds. 


The fact that the Shah's agreement with the Iraqi government in March 1975 
in regard to three islands in the Persian Gulf, the Shatt al Arab, etc., 
was blamed on the Kurds of both countries is an important historical factor 
which many people are now remembering again. For that reason, too, the 
Peshmerga has confidence in its own strength. 


The barbaric bombinge--of the cities of Saqez and Sanandaj--have little 
military significance. Inetead, the intention was to terrorize the civilian 
population. Many people have to remain in the basements of their houses-<to 
protect themselves against bomb fragments, and also against the noise of the 
fighter-bombers, which heave destroyed a large number of windowpanes with lLow- 
level flights at supersonic speed. Even if the government should succeed 

in winning another victory over the near term, even 4 new edition of the 
massacres of last year will not be able to stifle the demand for an autono- 
mous Kurdistan within a democratic Iran any longer. 


9266 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN THE FEUD WITH IRAQ REVIEWED 
Tehran IRAN POLITICAL DIGEST in English 21 Apr 80 pp 2-10 


[Text] An incident took place in Baghdad in the first week of April which 
lifted the curtain off the dangerous and shaky phase that had existed in 
the Lrano-l[raqi relations, and consequently took the two countries to the 
brink of war. This incident was an attempt at the life of Taregh Aziz, 
Iraq's Deputy Minister and one of the close aides of Saddam Hossein. 

The assailant, who was a student of Montasarieh University, was killed 
then and there by the security guards. The Iraqi officials immediately 
announced that "Sameer Nour Ali," the killed student, was of Iranian ori- 
g' and a Shi'ite Muslim, and was assigned by Iranian authorities to under- 
take this assassination attempt. Saddam Hossein, in a very fiery speech 
delivered in this connection at Montasarieh University, swore to take 
revenge of this assassination bid from the Islamic Republican Government 
of Iran as well as the Iranian people. He said that “Iraq, half of whose 
13 million population comprises of Shi'ite Muslims, is, more than any other 
Muslim country in the Middle East, confronted by the threat of exportable 
revolution of Ayatollah Khomeini. But his (Saddam Hossein's) Government 
has no fright of terroriem...." Immediately after this speech, the unde- 
clared war between Iran and Iraq came into the open, dangerously aggravat- 
ing the bilateral relations which still continue their same trend. In this 
week's survey, the [rano-Iraqi ties would be reviewed in the following 
sections: 





I--irano-Iraqi relations during the past 10 months. 


Il--Present condition of ties at Governmental level and the underground 
activities of the two countries. 


IlI--An assessment of the armed forces of the two Governments in the cold 
war and armed clashes. 


I--Lrano-Iraqi Relations in Past 10 Months: Since our last survey on the 
Irano-Iraqi relations (FYI No 230 dated 3-6-79), a number of different 
events have taken place in the bilateral relations. We refer below the 
most significant of these events in the chronological order: 
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June 7-10, 1979: lraqi air force planes violated Iran's airspace and 
bombed this country's bordering villages resulting in five deathe. 


June 11, 1979: Following protest rallies staged by the Iraqi Shi'ites 
against the Baghdad Government, and subsequent support by the Lelamic 

Republic of Iran, Ayatollah Mohammad Bagher Sadr was arrested under the 
orders of the Iraqi Government. In an announcement, Ayatollah Sadr had 
invited all the Muslims to unite under the leadership of Imam Khomeini. 


June 16, 1979: Iraqi Ambassador to Iran, Abdol Malek Al-Yaseen, left 
Tehran after a meeting with Iran's Foreign Minieter Dr Yasdi, and the 
lraqi News Agency announced that envoy Al-Yaseen's tenure in Tehran had 
come to an end, 


June 20, 1979: The Association of Iraq's Lelamic Revolutionary Movement 
announced that the Iraqi Government hase expelled Sheikh Gholamreza 
Rezvani, Imam Khomeini's Representative in Iraq, along with 10 other 
clergymen from that country. 


July 3, 1979: In an interview with the West German Magazine "Spiegel," 
Saddam Hossein expressed the hope that the Irano-Iraqi relations would 
improve. 


July 30, 1979: The first ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran in 
Baghdad, Saiyed Mahmoud Doai'e, returned to Tehran after meeting Presi- 
dent Saddam Hossein. In an interview with Tehran's daily KAYHAN, Doai'e 
expressed confidence that the Irano-Iraqi differences would be resolved. 
He said .hat the two Governments have reached an agreement to end their 
"radio" war, and the Iraqi Government has invited Iran's Foreign Minister 
Dr Ebrahim Yazdi to pay a visit to that country. He emphasised that the 
Iranian Embassy in Baghdad .s¢ refraining itself from any sort of contact 
with that country's Shi'ite community so as not to cause any misunder- 
standing in the minds of the Iraqi officials. 


September 1, 1979: Iran's Foreign Minister Dr Yazdi, who had gone to 

Havana to attend the Conference of Nonaligned States, met with Saddam 

Hossein and held important talks with him. However, these parleys did 

not attain the desired result. Upon his return to Iran, Dr Yazdi stated 

that "in our talks in Havana, we firmly and decisively stood in the face 

of Saddam Hossein's views. The Ba'athist Party philosophy has a decadent 

and corrupt foundation.” In this way all hopes, that existed on the improve- 
ment of the Irano-Iraqi relations, were dashed. 


October 3, 1979: Representative of Imam Khomeini went into the Iraqi 
border region to hold talks with that country's border guards. He held 
parleys with them on a series of thefts and aggressions occurring in the 
bordering areas. 











November 1, 1979: The Iraqi Ambassador to Lebanon said in an interview 
with the daily AL-NAHAR that the 1975 agreement between Iran and Iraq on 
Shatt-el-Arab must be revised. He aleo demanded that autonomy should be 
given to the Kurd, Baluch and Arab ethnic groupe in Iran, We said that 
the Iranian military forces should vacate the islands of Greater and 
Smaller Thumb, and Abu Mousa in the Persian Gulf, 


November 3, 1979: The Iranian Foreign Ministry, in reply to the claim 
made by the Iraqi envoy, tesued the following announcement: 


"1. In fact, the Iraqi Ambassador to Lebanon is showing an uncalled-for 
sense of sympathy towards the Iranian people. It is not known why he, who 
is harping om the tune of autonomy for the Arab, Kurd and Baluch ethnic 
groupe in Iran, doesn't recommend the case of grant of autonomy of the 
Iraqi Kurde to the Baghdad regime. Contrary to the contention of the 

Iraqi Ambassador, none of the Iranian ethnic groups is considered as a 
minority community by the Islamic Republic of Iran. Under the draft of 

the Iranian Conetitution, all the ethnic groups, including the Fars, 

Turke, Kurd, Araba, Baluch and Turcomanes enjoy full equal rights, and there 
ia no distinction among them except in respect of piety. 


2. Iran's right of sovereignty rests with us, and such statements are 
the result of lack of sense of responsibility shown by a foreign envoy 
on Iran's domestic issues, and thus considered as an open intervention 
in our internal affairs. 


The Iranian Islands of Greater and Smaller Thumb and AbuMousa would con- 
tinue to remain under the rightful sovereignty of the Iranian Government 
on the basis of undeniable historical documents. Intervention by the 
Iraqi Ambassador in an issue, which is, in no way, related to his coun- 
try, and questioning the Iranian government on it can only be attributed 
as a lack of interest by that country towards betterment of its relations 
with Iran. 


3. The strength and validity of agreements, concluded between govern- 
ments, are safeguarded by the special regulations of international law. 
Any revision in an agreement, too, would be governed by the same regula- 
tions, and not by any prior conditions aimed at improvement of relations 
between two countries." (KAYHAN, 3 November 1979) 


November 4, 1979: The Iraqi Consulate in Khorramshahr was invaded by a 
group of people. The demonstrators installed a picture of Ayatollah 
Bagher Sadr in place of that of Sadam Hossein atop the main entrance of 
the Consulate. Later, the Iraqi Consulate in Kermanshah and the resi- 
dence of Iraq's Consul-general in Khorramshahr too were attacked 
(November 6, 1979). 


November 7, 1979: In an announcement, Iranian Foreign Ministry said that 
the Iranian Ambassador, during a meeting with the Iraqi Deputy Foreign 














Minister, wae told that all the Iraqi Consulates in Iran should be closed 
and it hae aleo been agreed to close the Irenian Consulates in Basrah 
and Karbala, 


November 12, 1979: The Iraqi Foreign Minietry, in an announcement, accused 
Iran of violating International regulations and sought the re-opening of 
ite consulates in Iran. 


December 6, 1979: The Lraqi Foreign Minister, Sa'adoun Hammadi, in a 
etrong note to the Islamic Government of Iran, accused it of applying 
agegressive tactics againet the Iraqi diplomate in Iran. He declared 
that in case such action is not stopped, all the Lranian diplomats would 
be expelled from Iraq. 


From thie date onwards, expulsion of the Iranian nationale from Iraq and 
attacks on Iranian border checkposte were expanded, and the "radio" war 
between the two countries increased in dimension. 


December 9, 1979: The Iranian Government announced that, during the 
inspection of the Iraqi School in Khorramehahr, a large quantity of explo- 
sives and armaments were uneerthed, and 16 staff members of the School 
arrested, 


December 17, 1979: The Iranian Foreign Minister announced that the Iraqi 
Government has given a 48-hour notice to Iran to release the lraqi 

teachers. He said that all the teachers, excepting two individuals who were 
Iraqi Army officers on sabotage missions have been released. These two 
individuals were arrested and later handed over to the Iraqi officials for 
expulsion from Iran. 


December 18, 1979: The matter, concerning the planned severance of diplo- 
matic relations between Iran and Iraq, was discussed at a session of Iran's 
Revolutionary Council in the presence of Iran's Ambassador to Iraq 

Mahmoud Doa'ie. But Imam Khomeini rejected the Council's proposal. Next 
day, the Council Spokesman, Dr Habibi, said that "we are trying to retain 
our diplomatic relations with Iraq." 


December 29, 1979: The Iranian Ambassador to Iraq, who had come to Tehran 
to submit his report to Imam Khomeini, said that "I am, in general, 
optimistic about the future of the two countries’ relations." 


However, the cold war and, with it, border clashes and sabotage activities, 
undertaken by the saboteurs who infiltrated into Iran from the Iraqi bor- 
ders, continued in Khuzestan. Finally, the Iranian Ambassador left Bagh- 
dad on March '8, 1980 and hasn't returned to his place of duty ever since. 


II--Present Condition: At present, the Irano-Iraqi relations have reached 
an explosive stage. In diplomatic terms, although the two countries have 
not yet broken their relations, yet these ties have reached their lowest 





ebb. both the sides have expelled each other's envoy and embassy staff, 
while the offices of their respective Military Attaches and news agen- 
cies have been closed, and air links between the two countries cut off. 


Militarily, both the Governments have alerted their naval and land forces 
at their respective borders. Although officially there has not taken 
place any military clash between the two armies, yet border shootings 
continue unabated, 


Tension is prevailing in the bordering areas. Armed groupe from lraq are 
constantly attacking Iran's border checkpoete while pirates are making 
reguiar incursions into Iran with the aim of plundering villages and 
stealing away cattle. 


In the continuing cold war, both the sides are leveling all kinds of 
accusations and slanders against each other. Each one is blaming the 
other for acting as an agent of imperialiem and claiming that a day will 
come when respective nations will overthrow their ruling tyrannical 
regimes. Iran claime that there have taken place several meetings 
between American and Iraqi officials in recent months, and consequently 
the Iraqi Government has agreed to take part in American-sponsored plots 
against Iran. Tehran aleo claims that agents of the former Shah are 
presently engaged in hatching plots in Baghdad and in the proximity of 
the Iranian border. Iraq claime that the Islamic Republic of Iran, by 
virtue of pursuing incorrect policies, has paved the way for the entry 
of U.S. imperialism into the Persian Gulf. At the same time, Iran is 
being accused of instigating the terrorist minority communities in order 
to export its revolution to Iraq. 





But significant behind this current of events are a series of underground 
activities undertaken by both the Governments in eachother's soil. We 
endeavour to have a look at these activities here: 


1. Iran's Sabotage Activities in Iran--The Iraqi Government is openly 
supporting a secessionist Arab movement in the Khuzestan Province of Iran. 
This movement is claiming that Khuzestan is an Arab land that has been 
usurped by the tyrannical Iranian government and hence should be returned 
to the Arabs. The movement, with its headquarters in the Iraqi port city 
of Basrah, brings out a number of publications and has regular anti- 
Iranian radio programs. It is inciting Arab youth in Iran to stage an 
uprising against the Government and to engage in sabotage acts. This 
group has carried out numerous terrorist activities in Iran's oil installa- 
tions so far. Some of the members of the group, who have been rounded up 
by the Iranian Government, have admitted about their link with the Iraqi 
officials and said that they had undergone training in order to carry out 
sabotage acts in the Iranian soil and had smuggled themselves into Iran. 


Moreover, the documents, discovered so far, reveal that the Iraqi Govern- 
ment, despite its being at war with the Kurds, is either selling armaments 
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to some Kurdish groups in iran or extending these supplies free of charge. 
Among those groups which are receiving the Iraqi arms are included the 
radical leftists such as "Komeleh" and "Peykar" and also some radical 
rightiate. A number of promonarchy groups, still remaining from the 
former Pahlavi regime, are engaging in banditry and inciting the people. 
It ie said that former General Palizban ie directing them in pursuit of 
their ulterior motives. 


Similarly, information from various sources indicates that a number of 

Iraqi elements have established contact with some of the leftist groups 

in Tehran, despite the fact that they have not had a positive response 

from them so far. Besides these activities, mention should also be made 

of a large-scale espionage and intelligence network which was being directed 
and administered by the Iraqi Embassy in Tehran and that country's consu- 
lates in major cities of Iran. In March this year, an agent of the Embassy 
was arrested while exchanging information with one of the members of this 
network, and consequently expelled from Iran. 


Other activities too are being undertaken by Iraq to have influence among 
Iran's minority communities, such as Baluch and Turcomans. Due to a 
close watch over such activities, expansion of their dimension is not an 
easy task. Due to the same reasons, Iraqi agents weren't much successful 
in putting into effect their designs with the Turcomans. However, estab- 
lishment of contact with the Baluch people via the Persian Gulf coast is 
comparatively easier, and such contacts have been continuing since the 
inception of the revolution. 


2. Iranian Activities in Iraq--The Iranian officials don't confirm of fi- 
cially their contact with anyone of the groups which are secretly active 
against the Iraqi regime. But, at the same time, there have been put no 
limitations whatsoever on these groups which are freely operating in Iran. 
These groups are: 


--The Islamic Davat (Summons) Society, which is a crusading religious 
organisation associated to the Shi'ite minority community in Iraq. 


--The Islamic Peykar (Battle) Society, which is apparently a leftist 
society associated to the leftist movements in Iran and Iraq. 


--The Barzani Kurds, who have had close relations with the Lranian 
Government since the times of the ousted Shah. Since the death of Mulla 
Mostafa Barzani, his son has been leading the Barzani tribes who are at 
war with the Iraqi Government. These tribes receive the supplies of 
armaments, provisions and financial assistance via Iran. 


Among the above groups, the most important and active is the Islamic 
Davat (Summons) Society of Iraq which has an office in Iran, and is 
continuing, on an organised level, its sabotage and terrorist activities 
in the Iraqi soil. There is a clash of views between it and the Peykar 





Society, but efforte are being made that such differences should be done 
away with in the present circumetances, 


The Islamic Davat (Summons) Society has a central office in Iran, and 

its announcements are regularly published in the daily JOMHOURI ISLAMI 

and other publications of the Ielamic Republican Party. This Society te 
unofficially led by Ayatollah Shirazi who is among the top-ranking Shi'ite 
leaders in Iraq, and has been residing in Iran after being exiled from 
Iraq last year. 


As is indicated by the announcements of the Islamic Davat (Summons) Society 
and the Islamic Peykar (Battle) Society of Iraq, the antigovernment movement 
enjoys the backing of a large group of intellectuals, and has even found 

its way into the Iraqi army. The list of those nearly 100 individuals, who 
have been executed mm the charge of collaborating with these two movements 
since December 1979 until today shows that they include university students, 
professors, technicians, ordinary workers and even engineers. Army 
sergeants, taxi chaffeur, ice cream vendor and university students have 

all met the same fate in front of the firing squad. 


In order to give an account of sabotage activities of these groups in Iraq, 
we reproduce here a portion of a statement released by the Islamic Peykar 
(Battle) Society of Iraq: 


Brave Armed Activities in Baghdad 


1. A group of crusaders in the city of al-Ramitha took a revolutionary 
action that was reminiscent of similar activities carried out by the resi- 
dents of this city and al-Forat al-Ausat in 1920 against the British who 
were the early masters of these treacherous Ba'athists. This brave action 
included derailment of 11 wagons of a military train that was transporting 
a number of tanks and fue] supplies towards the Iranian border to confront 
the Islamic revolution. The incident which took place in al-A'areziat 
zone, also included the following brave operations: 


a) Destruction of all wagons of the said train along with its consignment. 
b) The region was surrounded by the Iraqi army, police, intelligence and 
patrol units which kept watch until the daylight to avoid any further opera- 
tions by the sabcteurs. 


c) Detention of a number of local residents. 


d) Arrest of a number of Ba'athists in al-Ramitha and al-Sa'ava areas on 
the charge of collaboration with the crusaders. 


e) Summoning of the Mayor of al-Sa'ava and the Director of Intelligence 
Organisation from Baghdad to carry out minute investigations. 
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f) This revolutionary act greatly boosted the morale of the youth in 
South Iraq and especially in al-Ramitha. Later, they endeavored to dis- 
tribute announcements and leaflets to expose the crimes of the Ba'athiet 
regime. 


2. Two lackeys of the Ba'athist regime were held hostage and disarmed by 
four brave youth in Basrah after having preyed upon them for the whole 
night. After this brave act, the youth returned safe to their base. 


3, The security organisation agents surrounded the greatest mosque in 
Basrah during the mourning ceremonies marking the 40th day after the 
death anniversary of Imam Hossein. However, the revolutionary youth 
countered them by putting out the moeque lights. Several securitymen 
were killed in the counterattack launched by these youth. The Governor 
of Ma-ghal was aleo among those killed. 


4, Before the day of mourning for Imam Hossein the Iraqi revolutionaries 
had carried out the following operations: A four-member team of Islamic 
revolutionaries, composed of three men and one woman, went to distribute 
leaflets against the Ba'athist regime at Basrah University. When con- 
fronted by intelligence officials and policemen, they managed, through 
their trickery, to kill two intelligence agents and five policemen. Thus, 
they completed their assignment and returned safely to their base. 


5. One of the daredevil Muslim youth was martyred in the al-Thaura town 
recently after having performed a brave act. During an encounter, this 
Muslim youth lobbed a handgrenade at a vehicle carrying some intelligence 
officials. Ae a result of this grenade attack, three occupants of the 

car were killed and several others injured. The Muslim youth was, however, 
killed by another intelligence officer who was pursuing him. 


6. A group of Muslim youth set fire to the Iraqi Intelligence Headquarters 
in Baghdad, and later made safe return to their base camp. 


Assassinations 


On January 26, which is coincident with the Army Day celebrations in 
Iraq, Saddam Hossein escaped an assassination bid. Frightened by this 
incident, he ordered the postponement of these national celebrations. 


The Ba'ath Party Chief of al-Rasafa zone in Baghdad was injured by a 
grenade thrown by a Muslim youth. He was rushed to a hospital. Nothing 
has been heard of him since then. 


Abdel Latif Talfah, a maternal uncle of Saddam Hossein, was killed by a 
group of Muslim crusaders in the city of Kazemain recently. The Ba'athists 
inserted advertisements in local dailies about special ceremonies to 
condole his death. It was kept a secret to cover up the increasing set- 
backs being confronted by the despotic Ba'athist regime in Iraq. 











On the night of the mourning ceremonies for Imam Hossein, a team of 
revolutionary youth discontinued the main power supply lines between 
the cities of al-Diwaniyeh and Karbala. After this sabotage act, the 
Ba'athiet regime undertook a series of investigations summoning the 
chiefs of the power departments from these two cities who disclosed 
facts about the sabotage operation. 


A total of seven explosions were made by the Muslim youth in various parts 
of the holy city of Najaf on the occasion of the death anniversary of Pro- 
phet Mohammad. These included the Ba'ath Party Bureau, and the Post and 
Telegraph and Municipality buildings. The security officials closed all 
the roads leading to the places of incident and also arrested a number of 
the people who had gathered there. 


In the Meisan town, a revolutionary youth assassinated an intelligence 
official on January 14, 1980. While making good his escape after this 
mission, he was chased by some Ba'athist agents. In a brave confrontation 
he killed three of them. 


In a daring attack at Basrah University on January 13, 1980, two Muslim 
youth held a number of Iraqi intelligence officials as hostage. Later, 
these youth escaped after distributing their anti-regime leaflets which 
were subsequently taken away by the Ba'athist officials arriving at 

the scene. 


The sister and brother-in-law of Saddam Hossein were murdered in their 
Baghdad residence immediately after which Saddam Hossein went to that 

place and ordered the arrest of a large number of the neighbours. The 
probe on the murders is still continuing. (Sobh-e-Azadegan, April 10, 1980) 





The Peykar Society has also taken the responsibility for attempt at the 
life of Taregh Aziz, the deputy to Saddam Hossein. This Society has also 
made an appeal to the Muslim university students to stage a sit-in 
strike in Tehran. 


IlI--Assessment of Power of Two Sides: If we take Iran and Iraq to be 
in a state of war, it would then be essential to assess the power of the 
two sides in several respects as under: 


Military Aspect--Both Iran and Iraq possess powerful armies and are 
considered as the military powers of the region. Although the Iranian 
army has been greatly weakened following the inception of the revolution 
technically, and in terms of organisation and command, yet its personnel 
is still in a position to ably defend the country's frontiers due to its 
revolutionary zeal and spirit. The Iranian Air Force, although techni- 
cally weak, has preserved its efficiency. The Iranian Navy, which came 
out unscathed from the revolution, is still the most powerful in the 
Persian Gulf, and the Iraqi Navy is not in a position to confront it in 
the present circumstances. 
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Publicity Aspect--I[ran stands in a better position since various revolu- 
tionary movements, gaining increasing strength with the passage of every 
single day, consider Iran as their supporter. The Shi'ite minority of 
Iraq is pinning its hopes upon Iran and Imam Khomeini has considerable 
influence among it. Moreover, the Iraqi regime, because of its dicta- 
torial rule and suppressive tactics, ie unpopular at home, 


International Aspect--Iraq has America and the West on its side while 

Iran enjoys the support of numerous progressive movements and some 
Socialist governments. Although Iran's relations with the Socialist camps 
are being sabotaged in some way, yet the Socialist governments are not 
sparing any support to Iran. In such conditions, Iraq is faced with a 
position where it appears to be hatching plots against Iran in collusion 
with the West. 


Despite all the favourable factors mentioned above, the claim by Iran's 
Foreign Minister Sadeq Qotbzadeh that he would soon topple the Iraqi 
regime shouldn't be taken very seriously. True that there is a hope for 
victory for the underground and anti-Iraqi regime movements, but it 
should be kept in mind that Baghdad is presently in total command of the 
situation. The Ba'athist Party, possessing a vast-ranging and efficient 
organisation, guarantees the Iraqi regime's control over the situation. 
However, the Iranian regime is confronted with many problems, and is in 
the worst shape to start a confrontation with any foreign government. In 
case the existing differences between these two governments don't culminate 
in serious military clashes, there is currently no danger threatening the 
Iranian regime. However, if the enemies might be seeking to exploit the 
Irano-Iraqi differences, then they would find a suitable opportunity to 
attain their objective. 
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POLITICAL ACTIVITIES IN UNIVERSITIES STUDIED 
Tehran IRAN POLITICAL DIGEST in English 28 Apr 80 pp 2-10 


[Text] On April 16 of this year, Hashemi Rafsanjani, one of the founders 
of the Islamic Republican Party and a member of the Revolutionary Council, 
delivered a speech at Tabriz University in which he attacked the Marxist 
groups in various universities of the country. In Tehran, this incident, 
which was instrumental for causing tension at Tabriz University, was not 
given much significance and the Press underplayed this news by covering 
it in their inside pages whereas the Rafsanjani speech acted as the first 
shot fired in the offensive that was about to be launched against the 
leftist organisations in all universities. This event was so speedily 
flashed at national level within a space of 24 hours that it confronted 
the country with the danger of a revolt. The event was of such a dimen- 
sion that President Abolhasan Bani-Sadr and the Revolutionary Council had 
to devote long hours of their time in seeking ways and means to tackle it. 


In this survey, the causes and effects of this current, now popularly known 
as the “cultural revolution,” will be reviewed in the following order: 


I--Mental and practical background of the cultural revolution in Iranian 
universities. 


Il--Different viewpoints on the cultural revolution. 
IlI--Leftist groups in national universities. 


I--Background: If we were to name two major centers from where the waves 
of revolution were originated during the times of the Shah of Iran, un- 
doubtedly these comprised universities and mosques. These two centers, 
which campaigned against the Shah and remained separated from each other 
until the end of 1950s, became united at the start of 1960s through the 
efforts of a number of religious and crusading university professors with 
Engineer Mehdi Bazargan in their forefront. This unity was strengthened 
with the expansion of the anti-Shah struggle. However, it could have been 
predicted even at that time that such a unity was not to last long. 
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It appears that the issue of universities and students has constantly, 

and even during the years of his exile, occupied the mind of Imam Khomeini. 
The problem he faced was: how to utiliee these centralised and active 
forces to the benefit of Islam, and how to check the enemies from influ- 
encing them. It was thus not incidental that the first words of Imam 
Khomeini, upon his return home from exile in February 1979, were focused 
on the issue of universities. He declared in his speech at Tehran's 
Mehrabad Airport: "Our culture has been intentionally kept in a backward 
state. It is evident from the fact that the education of our young people 
in Iran is imperfect. They are compelled, after having pursued a part of 
it, to proceed abroad with all those hardships to study there. We have had 
universities for over fifty years now. This man (the ousted Shah) has done 
away with our people as well ae our human energies." 


In the initial days after the revolution, the Imam, with much insistence 
and emphasis, ordered the re-opening of universities and resumption of 
classes in them so that the students could return to their normal life 
and also that he could prove to the world at large that the Islamic regime 
was not opposed to universities. 


Since then, Imam Khomeini has centered his efforts on creating a joint 
front, with the help of universities and religious teaching centers, that 
could extend support to the Islamic Republican regime and also accommo- 
date both the youth possessing the Western mode of thinking as weil as the 
students of religious sciences. In pursuance of this goal, in his first 
speech delivered at the Feiziyeh Religious School in the city of Qom upon 
his return there after a 15-year exile, he said: "Both the clergymen and 
academicians should cooperate on a reciprocal basis so that these two inno- 
vative and energetic powers could be able to preserve their own country. 
Both these groups, who hail from a single country, should protect their 
home jointly." 


The Imam also has full belief in the subject that there is dire need for 
possessing a free culture and economy to make an independent living. He 
has assigned also this task to the universities as he said in his Feiziyeh 
Religious School speech: "Your country's regulations would, henceforth, 
be put at the disposal of these universities." 


Next, in a meeting with a number of university students on June 12, 1979, 
Imam Khomeini declared: "Universities, in every country, are entrusted 
with the role of developing human beings. It is just possible that gradu- 
ates of a university might be capable of liberating a country. But there 
is every chance that such graduates could also be produced who might 
cause a country's destruction. University and clergy are the two centers 
responsible for framing the whole destiny of a nation. These two organs 
are, in actuality, delegated to develop human beings." 


It was towards the implementation of this idea of Imam Khomeini that 
"Islamic Associations" were immediately formed in Iranian universities, 


50 





and religious authorities tried to infuse their influence into univerai- 
ties with a view to bring about unity among the mosques and universities, 
ae envisaged by the Imam, But such a move was resisted by various non- 
religious students groups, who held the belief that they had played a 
basic role in toppling the Pahlavi regime and in the subsequent dismenm- 
berment of the army, were unwilling to accept the clergy leadership in 
universities, They (the leftiat youth) had made univeraities as the cen- 
ter of their activities. As pressure was increased on their various 
centers outeide the university campuses, these leftist student groups 
boosted the dimension of their activities within educational inetitutions. 


These activities were expanded to such an extent that eventually, after 
some time, leftist students and professors gained power in most of the 
country's universities, and thue created many problems in the way of the 
Ielamic assoctations of students and professors. The leftist groups dis- 
tributed their publications among students at a wide-ranging level. They 
made use of university facilities to propagate their views, and benefited 
from gatherings within campuses as well as classes to attract students’ 
opinion. 


This situation prevailed during the whole year which has elapsed since 

the revolution. Power was in the hands of leftist students who, although 
themselves divided into different groups, yet were united in the face of 

the religious groups, or in their own words against the "reactionaries." 
They had thus isolated Islamic students in most of the educational insti- 
tutions. Reporte to this effect were regularly submitted by religious 
authorities to Imam Khomeini, but he, due to a number of reasons, didn't 
take any basic measures. One reason was that he didn't consider the situ- 
ation apt. Another was the fact that he didn't take the power of the 
leftists seriously since he believed that merely one hundred thousand stu- 
dents are unable to do anything concrete in the face of several million 
people who have firm faith in Islam. Moreover, the presence of Ayatollah 
Taleghani by the side of Imam Khomeini came in the way of adopting any stiff 
decision in the matter. But the elections to the Islamic national assembly, 
during which the top leftist candidate secured over half a million votes 
and was close to becoming an outright winner in the first round, acted as 

a danger signal to signify the gravity of the situation to the Imam and 
other religious leaders. Prior to this, a number of reports had been 
submitted to Imam Khomeini in the following respects: 


a) The leftists are gaining majority on a gradual basis in all the stu- 
dents and academic staff councils, and within another year, they would be 
able to drive the Islamic associations out of university campuses. 


b) They were bringing books and publications of their own interest into 
university libraries, and are causing the exit of the works of religious 
theoreticians, like Ayatollah Motaheri, from there. Even in curriculums, 
they have included materials of their own interest, such as the "History 
of Iran" by Ivanov (a Soviet research scholar). 
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c) By making use of university resources, they are publishing anti- 
lalamic literature in which Prophet Mohammad and the principles of Lelam 
have been disgraced, 


d) In some students centers, donations in cash and kind as well ae food- 
atuff are being collected for the armed groupe that are at war with the 
lalamic Republican Army in Kordestan and Turcoman Sahara regions. 


e) While refusing to allow installation of photographs of religious 
leaders in their offices, they have instead erected the pictures of 
Marxist leaders such as Marx, Lenin, Stalin and Mao there. 


These reports, coupled with an expression of concern by the Islamic Repub- 
lican Party leaders on the second round of parliamentary elections, led 
Imam Khomeini to iesue an order for basic measures in thie connection in 
his message on the occasion of the Iranian New Year. The New Year message 
said: "A basic revolution must take place in all universities in Iran #o 
that the professors, associated with East and West blocs, are screened out 
to turn universities into healthy places suited for the teaching of Ielamic 
sciences. The adverse effects of the university teachings all over Iran 
during the monarchial regime should be strongly checked." 


These sentences, which, to an ordinary listener, were interpreted as 
another combat-seeking message, were taken as a guideline by various Islamic 
students associations and the Islamic Republican Party, who started to 
adopt necessary measures immediately afterwards. The speech by Hojjatol 
Islam Hashemi Rafsanjani at Tabriz University (April 16) was, in fact, a 
part of this program which speeded up the preliminary operations. In his 
speech, he lashed at the leftist organisations. The leftist students then 
acted to detain him in their custody, and allowed him to leave after 
insinuating and threatening him. Rafsanjani came straight to Imam Khomeini 
from Tabriz and put up his grievances. He was thus able to get permission 
for action. 


Rafeanjani's speech was delivered on Wednesday, his meeting with the Imam 
took place on Thursday, and the operations began just a few hours later. 
Various Islamic students associations moved with lightning speed to stage 
sit-in strikes in different universities demanding the screening of uni- 
versities from the leftist elements and calling for a subsequent cultural 
revolution. On Friday, Hojjatol Islam Khamene'ie said in his mass Friday 
prayers address in Tehran that "Muslim male and female students can, no 
more, tolerate this situation to allow the armed leftist students continue 
their activities in universities.” On Saturday, the daily JOMHOURI ISLAMI 
brought out its issue with a bold headline (in green colour) saying “The 
Cultural Revolution is under way." In this issue, the Isiamic Republican 
Party, through an announcement, urged the people to hasten to the help of 
the Muslim students of universities. However, the operation had actually 
begun on Thursday, and was carried into Friday with great severity in 
Tehran, Shiraz, Mashad and other places. 
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In thie way, suddenly the President of [ran as well as the Government 
were faced with "fait accompli.” What Bani-Sadr could simply do was to 
convince Imam Khomeini that the cultural revolution should be carried 

out under the auspices of the Government and the Revolutionary Council 
and not upon the orders of the “Islamic Students associations.” With 
thie end in view, the Revolutionary Council held an extraordinary session 
during which it was agreed to allow three days to various leftist students 
organisations to close down their offices in various universities. In 
case they failed to comply with this order, the President and the Revolu- 
tionary Council would proceed along with the people to these universities 
on Tuesday, the 22nd of April to enforce the order. But the situation 
soon got out of the control of the Government and the President, to cul- 
minate into kiliings, lootings and armed clashes, details of which were 
covered by the national Press. So far nearly 20 people have been killed 
and over 1,200 injured in these incidents. 


[l--Viewpoints: Different viewpoints are expressed on the need for a cul- 
tural revolution. The leftist and liberal groups believe that "cultural 
revolution” has provided the Muglim radicals with a pretext to crush their 
opponents. The supporters of the “cultural revolution" hold the opinion 
that thie essential measure should have been taken in the early days of 

the revolution. Since its implementation was unduly procrastinated, it 
has now turned in the present form. The idea, implicit behind the cultural 
revolution, is reflected in the writings of various Islamic students asso- 
ciations and numerous articles appearing in the Islamic newspapers. 


The daily JOMHOURI ISLAMI in an editorial on the need for screening of 
staff in various universities and for the cultural revolution, which 
appeared in its issue of April 20, says: 


"What was the performance of the Lranian universities during the regime of 
Mohammad Reza Khan? 


a) The Iranian universities of the ‘satanic’ period acted as a means for 
training that type of personnel which was essential for administering the 
affairs of the dependent economy and politics, as well as the imperial 
culture and propaganda. In those universities, thinkers like Nahavandis, 
Kazem Vadi'ies and Ehsan Naraghis, were selected. 


b) The Iranian universities (and mostly the post-diploma academic insti- 
tutions) were assigned the task of training the personnel for extending 
help to the country's assembly industries. They thus guaranteed the con- 
tinuous export of capital and assembly plants to our country. This was 
the reason for greater interest of American, France and West Germany in 
our universities as compared to the abovementioned economic factor. 


c) Iranian universities constituted a great network to brainwash their 
best and most talented youth... And, in fact, it were the universities 
which introduced the West-oriented evaluation system in the country. The 
figure, dress, beliefs and views of a large section of university 
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students, who were greatly impressed by Weatern criteria, were transferred 
to the people through offices, factories and masse communication media. 


d) Iranian universities played a very fundamental role in eliminating 
the lelamic culture of the country. To attain this goal, generally two 
methods were used: 


1) Replacement of the Lelamic values by those influenced by the Western 
capitalist society. 


2) Propagation of the narrow-minded fascist and nationalist ideas which 
underlined the permanent nature of the monarchial system along with an 
emphasis on the racial element. 


The victory of the revolution brought to the surface the need for over- 
hauling all institutions, including universities. It could well be ob- 
served from the very early days that in order to bring the universities 
in line with the revolution, there should not only be brought about a 
thorough screening of personnel in them, but their structure, too, which 
was framed for a different goal should be ruined. A new foundation, con- 
sonant with the aspirations of the revolution, should then be laid down. 
But the revolution had many more difficulties ahead. 


Numerous preoccupations of the truly revolutionary forces, with their en- 
gagement in various spheres, delayed action in this field. Of course, in 
this procrastination, concordance of the transitional government that 
viewed the world mostly in the light of Western standards, shouldn't be 
forgotten. In the meantime, the leftist opportunists, who had managed to 
secure a base for their activities among the masses, turned universities 
as their center for antirevolutionary activities. 


These small groups were able, by virtue of retaining the same former 
aatarly structure of universities, to exploit this atmosphere as a base 
for launching their aggression against the nascent Islamic Republic sys- 
tem. With the formation of the so-called students councils, they put the 
Students Adherent to the Line of Imam Khomeini into minority, primarily 
with the collusion of the Fedayeen Khalq Guerrillas, the pro-Pekyar ele- 
ments, and Mojahedeen Khalq...etc. Gradually, they took away the possi- 
bility of any sort of free and democratic activities, in the real sense 
of it, from students through hatching plots, designs, and making much hue 
and cry.” 


Now, this question comes up: Why was the current occasion chosen for 
implementing the cultural revolution when, in view of the severance of 
diplomatic relations with the United States and continuance of a propa- 
ganda and border war with Iraq, its inopportune today to create yet 
another problem that might consume still greater time of the Government 
and the Revolutionary Council to it? As to the causes for choosing this 
occasion, there exist different viewpoints. Opponents of the religious 
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leaders are seeking to exploit the ise: of severance of diplomatic 
relations with America and the hostage crisis as their last means of 
propaganda, By doing this, they want to create an atmosphere, on the 

eve of the second round of Parliamentary elections, which could prevent 
other leftist groups from bringing obstacles in the way of the Islamic 
Republic in future. At the same time, the supporters of the "Cultural 
Revolution” hold the view that any further delay in thie task would be 
detrimental to the Iranian nation and would only be in the interest of 
imperialism. Since [ran ie currently at war with the United States and 
Iraq, there is an essential need to strengthen the "lines behind the 
front." They opine that very first step in this direction is to screen 
out leftist elements from universities. They even disagree with the con- 
tention of the Revolutionary Council under which it has ordered a postpone- 
ment of the universities personnel screening until June 5 when the cur- 
rent academic semester is scheduled to end. In their latest announcement 
in this respect, they say: "Several major issues have been mentioned in 
the New Year message of Imam Khomeini: Firstly, there is no doubt that 
the [mam seeks to bring about a really basic revolution and this task is 
nigh impossible in case of universities remaining open. 


Secondly, if we want to screen out all the westernised professors or 
those leaning towards the East Bloc, then there would be left, in many 
universities, merely a small number of competent academic staff, while 
the rest wouldn't be able to bring about a revolution to be founded on 
the Islamic concept, in those centers of learning." 


The Imam further says: “Adverse effects of academic teachings in the 
Shah's regime should be checked." It is possible only when the univer- 
sities are closed, and that too for a long-term period. 


But as to why the Imam has brought up the issue of a basic revolution in 
universities at a time when these are still functioning (and while full- 
scale corruption is rampant there), and whether he couldn't have men- 
tioned this subject concurrent with the start of the summer season, it 
would be proper to refer to some points: Firstly, the great danger, that 
can be predicted, is the influence of reformism for reopening of univer- 
sities after their closure. Those who think, that a new plan can be 
chalked out during a few months of closure of universities and academic 
teaching can be started on the basis of such a plan, are greatly mistaken. 


Secondly, we are not at all required to put aside the Western educational 
and consumer system, and then replace it with a new but an altered for. of 
the same system, merely due to the reason that our country requires sp ecial- 
ists and technology. 


Thirdly, whether we can afford to establish a system, based upon Islamic 
laws, in our universities while those enforcing it happen to be Western- 
minded. 
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Finally, as we have said earlier and reaffirm it now that resolution of 
all these issues needs time and cooperation. It should be a sort of co- 
operation with the experte in Lelamic studies for designing an ideological 
plan on a long-term basis. These are essential so that we might not be 
compelled to stage another uprising againet the university system." 


Ill--Leftist Groupe in Universities: In the last days before the sacreen- 
ing, the following groupe were active in Iranian universities. Although 
they no more have any offices within the universities, yet they haven't 
been dissolved and continue their activities outside these campuser: 


1. The Fedayeen Khalq Guerrillas are functioning under the name of 
"Pishgam" students. 


2. The Marxist-Leninist Toufan Group of the "Communist Party of Iranian 
Farmers and Workers" which is linked with and supports the Albanian Govern- 
ment of Anwar Khojeh. This small group has deep-rooted differences with 
the Tudeh Party and the Fedayeen Khalq Guerrillas. 


3. The "Rah-e-Kargar" Group. This group has branched off the Fedayeen 
Khalq Guerrillas. 


4, The "Neda-e-Kargar." It ie another communist group branching off the 
Fedayeen Khalq Guerrillas. 


5. The "Socialist Workers’ Group." It is a Trotsekyte group. 


6. The "Revolutionary Trotskyte Workers' Group." Following its differ- 
ences with the "Socialist Workers' Group," this group branched itself off 
and became an independent entity. Babak Zahrai has also participated in 
this bifurcation. 


7. A total of 12 small groups have sprung from within the Marxist-Leninist 
Mojahedeen Khalq Iran better known as the "Followers of the Third Line” 
with the strategy of an armed mass struggle. These groups are engaged 

in their activities under the title of "Mobarez Students." These small 
groups are: “Revolutionary Unity for Liberation of Labour," "Strugglers 
for Freedom of Working Class," "The Revolutionary for Freedom," “The 
Working Class," "The Working Group,” “Payvand," "Strugglers for Freedom 
of Iranian People," "Strugglers for Working Class," “Strugglers for For- 
mation of a Party of Working Class," "“Mojahedeen Khalq," “Strugglers 

for Freedom of Working Class," and "United Struggle for Aspiration of 
Working Class.” 


8. A sub-group of the Fedayeen Khalq Guerrillas, which has branched off 
the group of the Fedayeen Khalq Guerrillas Organisation, is functioning 

in various universities under the title of "Pishtaz Students." This 

emall group is popularly known as “Ashraf Dehghani Wing," and was formerly 
stationed along with a group of armed individuals in Kordestan. 
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9.  Pro-Tudeh Party members who are functioning as the "Democrat 
Students." 


10, Maoist Groups who are active under the name of "National Students 
Awsociation.” 


ll. Supporters & Members of Mojahedeen Khalq Organisation. This group 
is functioning within various universities and colleges and outside them 
under the title of "the Muslim Students Association" or "The Coordination 
Council of Muelim Students." 


All of these groups or sub-groups used to strongly oppose the Muslim 
Students Adherent to the Line of Imam Khomeini. 


The leftist groupe reacted differently to the order issued by the Revolu- 
tionary Council. The first one to announce its acceptance of the Council 
order and subsequently dissolve its organisation was the Tudeh Party. 

The Mojahedeen Khalq Organisation withdrew from universities after a little 
hesitation but only when it was attacked in Mashad and Tehran. The Trot- 
skyte Socialists, too, despite their opposition to the Revolutionary Coun- 
cil decision, obeyed it. But other groups, led by the Fedayeen Khalq 
Guerrillas, rose in resistance, and their clashes with the Revolutionary 
Guards and other Islamic groups culminated in fatalities on both the sides. 


It would be very credulous to think that the issue of screening of univer- 
sities has been brought to its end as a result of recent attacks and the 
warnings given by the Government. It appears that the incidents, occurring 
in recent days, are the beginning of a long-drawn period of tussle that 
might continue for weeks and even months. The President and the Govern- 
ment of Iran, having been put into a very difficult situation, are trying 
to bring an end “to the dispute in a respectable manner, and to maintain 
calm in the universities upart from keeping them open until the end of 
the current academic semester. However, there is not much hope for their 
success, since, in the prevailing circumstances, both the rightist and 
leftist students are demanding the closure of the universities. The 
rightists demand that the orders of Imam Khomeini on the cultural revolu- 
tion should be implemented immediately, and all the universities should 
remain closed until the establishment of an Islamic system in these 
institutions. The leftists want the closure of universities because they 
are unhappy at their offices being shut off. Certainly, there do exist 
many groups of students who, without having any consideration for these 
political clashes, are devious of the reopening of classes so that they 
can take their terminal examinations. In case the Government can be able 
to keep the classes open with the cooperation of these groups, it will be 
a major success. 


The future of Iranian Universities is ambiguous in the light of the fore- 
going observations, and it is not known, in what form and until when, the 
Government will be able to implement the cultural revolution in these 
educational institutions. 


CSO: 4920 
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ISRAEL 


DECISION TO POSTPONE ELECTIONS ANGERS ARAB LEADERS 
Jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 13 Apr 80 p 2 


[Article: "Reactions To the Postponement of Municipal Elections; al-Shak'ah: 
‘We Will Not Change Our Policy'; al-Masri: 'The Decision Is Not In the 
Interest of the Citizens'"] 


[Text] The decision made by the military governor of the West Bank 2 days 
ago to postpone municipal council elections until further notice has produced 
varied reactions. The councils’ current term ends this month. Bassam 
al-Shak'ah, mayor of the Nablus municipality, commented as follows: "We 

are here in accordance with the wishes of the citizens who placed their trust 
in us in elections. The citizens are still satisfied with our leadership, 
and we will remain with the will of our people and our citizens. We shall 
not deviate from our path and we shall not alter the policies we have pursued 
in previous years." 


Deputy Mayor Zahir al-Masri said: "While I feel chagrin over the military 
governor's decision, I also find it strange. It was assumed that the elec- 
tions would be held on schedule according to law. My chagrin is due to the 
fact that the elections were postponed only because it was in the interest 

of the military authority to do go, contrary to the requirements of the valid 
laws and the interests of the residents." 


Al-Masri also said that the postponement of the municipal elections until 
further notice was an unpleasant measure. The principle of holding municipal 
elections is still being mentioned, but an exact date has not been set. 

This is in accordance with the interests, goals and requirements of the 
military authority, and not the interests of the citizens. 


Al-Masri added: ‘How come previous municipal elections were held on schedule 
at the insistance of the authorities despite the initial opposition and 
resistance of the residents. 


"Since the law provides for holding the elections on schedule every 4 years, 


and the authorities themselves insisted on holding them on time twice in the 
past--in 1972 and 1976--why is the law not being complied with now? Assuming 
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that there ia concern for the interests of the citizens, as long as we are 
members of municipal councils to which we were elected under Jordanian law 
for only a four year term, we must reaign at the end of the current statutory 
term in order to give the citizens the opportunity to reelect us or remove 

us from office," 


Al-Maeri concluded: "I hope that contrary to newspaper reporte published 
in the past, this extension is not in response to requests made by some 
brethren in other Weet Bank municipalities. The interests of the citizens 
and their loss of freedom to choose for themselves is something that con- 
cerns everyone, not just a few." 


Karim Khalaf, mayor of Ramallah, said that he and his fellow mayors of West 
Bank cities will not accept this decision, and will meet soon to plan strategy. 


Engineer Fahid al-Qawasmi, the mayor of Hebron, said: "We demand 1t the 
municipal elections be held now. They are not connected with the onomy 
plans which we reject completely." 


Hagan al-Zayr, mayor of Salfit, said: "We are of the opinion that this 
postponement--although we have just heard about it--is not in the interests 
of the citizens. What we are afraid of is that the municipal elections will 
be linked with the autonomy elections. That is totally unacceptable to us." 


He said: "We find it strange that the elections to confirm the legitimacy 
of the municipal councils as elected bodies, and not simply appointed ones, 
are not being held on schedule. We are quite skeptical about the reasons 
for the postponement until further notice. It was in accordance with the 
wishes of the Israeli authorities and the military government, because it 
wae the authorities who made this decision. If it were in the interest of 
the citizens to maintain the current municipal councils they would reelect 
them. 


"The postponement arouses skepticism. We support the legitimate law which 
was applied by the authorities in 1972 and 1976 in elections that were 
bitterly resisted. The term of the councils is four years. Those who 
insisted on holding the elections in 1972, despite the opposition of the 
residents, must respect the law and operate within its framework." 
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ISRAEL 


DECISION TO CONVERT HOSPITAL INTO CLINIC ANGERS ARABS 
Jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 19 Apr 80 p 40 


[Article: "Members of Arab Organizatic... and Institutions Stage a Sit-In 
At the Hospice Hospital In Jerusalem To Protest Steps Being Taken to Close 
the Hospital") 


[Text] Women, girls and representatives of the following organizations took 
part in a sit-in that lasted until one o'clock: the organizations of the 
Arab Association of Women In Jerusalem, Nablus, Ramallah, al-Birah, Bethlehem 
and Bayt Jala; the charitable organization of the Lady of the Annunciation 

of Melkite Catholics; the organization of Moslem Women; the Orthodox Chari- 
table Asylum; the Child Care Organization in Ramallah; the Home for Arab 
Children; the Women's League of Orthodox Bearers of Goodness; the Red 

Crescent Organization; the Young Women's Christian Association; the Generation 
of Hope Association; the Family Revival Organization in al-Birah; Bir Zayt 
University; Bethlehem University; the Jerusalem Electric Worker's Union; 

the Jerusalem Teamsters’ Union; the Hotel, Restaurant and Coffeehouse Workers' 
Union; the Jerusalem Construction Workers' Union; the Shoemakers' Union; the 
Office Workers' Association; the Sulwan Club; and the Jabal al-Mukabbar Club. 


A supreme committee consisting of hospital employees and representatives of 
various institutions, organizations and associations was formed to continue 
the struggle to reverse the decision made by the Israeli authorities to lay 
off a number of Hospice Hospital employees, and to resume and increase the 
services of the Hospice to the citizens. The participants released the 
following statement, which was distributed to the foreign consulates in 
Jerusalem as well as to the Red Cross and the Secretary General of the United 
Nations: 


"Our sit-in is the natural result of the occupying authorities’ arbitrary 
decision to close the Hospice Hospital which is the only health care insti- 
tution within the walls of our Jerusalem. Most of the poor and middle 

income people make use of this facility. However, turning the hospital 

into a clinic would mean depriving our masses of their human right to 

medical care as required by the human rights statutes which guarantee medical 
care to all citizens even if they are living under occupation. 





"Closing the hospital and turning it into a clinic would also mean laying 
off most of the hospital's medical, administrative and non-skilled staff--our 
brothers and sisters, 


"It should be noted that the recent decision vase a complementary step in a 
conspiracy by the authorities to dismiss qualified doctors from their jobs so 
that the authorities could find a flimsy pretext for closing the hospital. 


"We here in the Hospice Hospital unanimously call for the following: 
"1. Reinstatement of the fired employees. 
"2, Rescinding the decision to close the hospital. 


"3, Turning over to the chief surgeon the hospital building which was specifi- 
cally built before the occupation. 


"4, Equipping the hospital with all the medical equipment it requires. 
"These are the demands we have agreed on. 


"Policemen and secret service agents suddenly burst into the hospital and 
arrested an official of the Hotel, Restaurant and Coffeehouse Workers' Union, 
as well as another young man, in a desperate attempt to break the sit-in and 
soften our just demands for national and human rights. 


"Therefore, we condemn the authorities for their audacity to burst into the 
hospital while the protesters were there. We also condemn the arrest of 
trade unionist Mahmud Ziyadah and his colleague, and we demand that they be 
released." 


The statement further said: "What is now happening in the Hospice Hospital 
is only one manifestation of the conspiracy against our people to impose 
autonomy on them, although they have rejected it, and to keep them apart 
from their sole legitimate representatives. Therefore, every patriotic mass 
organization must take a decisive stand against the decision of the authori- 
ties, and must mobilize all their forces to nullify it." 
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ISRAEL 


PROJECTS TO IMPROVE NABLUS WATER SYSTEM DISCUSSED 
Jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 13 Apr 80 p 2 


[Article: "Nablus Municipal Projects To Provide an Uninterrupted Water 
Supply To the Citizens") 


[Text] Various divisions of the departments of water supply and engineering 
in the municipality have begun work on providing water to citizens in every 
part of the city, including the hilly areas, the industrial district and 

the camps. 


Engineer Jawad Shahin, director of the water authority, expressed his hope 
that from now on the city will not be faced with any more water shortages 
as in the past. He said that measures have been taken to ensure an uninter- 
rupted 24-hour supply of water for every citizen all year round. The 
engineering division has begun work on improving the al-Badan well by 
replacing the current pump with a new one. This will provide 300 cubic 
meters of water per hour instead of the old rate of 150. The job, including 
the price of the pump and other equipment, will cost approximately 3 million 
pounds. 


Work has also begun on cleaning and upgrading the Dayr Sharaf well to the 
west of the city. This well is expected to supply 100 cubic meters per hour 
compared with no more than 20 in the past. A new pump has been installed at 
the well with all the necessary equipment and pipes. The cost of this job 
will be approximately 4 million pounds. 


Work on the new al-Fari'ah well is close to completion. The pump, with a 
capacity of 300 cubic meters per hour, has been installed, and most of the 
essential equipment for putting it into service has arrived. Everything 
but the two electric generators has been installed. The municipality 
expects to take delivery of them at the end of this month. 


The necessary buildings have also been erected. The cost of this well, 
including digging, pumps and so forth, will be approximately 60 million 
pounds. It will be ready to begin pumping water by the end of this June. 








A New Pipeline 


Engineer Shahin added that efforts were being made to purchase the well dug 
by the military authorities in Bayt Ayba so that the plan to provide ample 
sources of water for many years to come can be fulfilled, and in order to 
prevent any water shortage. The municipality is now also seriously studying 
the possibility of extending a new 14-inch diameter water pipeline alongside 
the present one from al-Badan to Nablus to take full advantage of the capac- 
ity of the eastern wells in al-Badan and al-Fari'ah. The cost of this 
pipeline would be approximately 500,000 dinars. 


Cleaning and Maintenance Operations 


Officials undertook a large-scale cleaning an » intenance program at the 
pumping stations and wells at Ra's al-'Ayn, '/ « al-"Asal, al-Qawarin and 
‘Ayn Dafnah after they were equipped with nev + mps. Shahin said that 
pumping water from all the municipality's wel.. had now ceased because of 
the city's abundant supply of wells which currently pump enough to meet 
the city's needs. 


The Need For a New Pipeline System 


Shahin emphasized that what concerns the municipal officials is the job of 
changing the city's old water system. Even though a not insignificant 
portion of the pipes has been replaced, the job of changing the system as 
a whole, which will require an enormous sum of money, is one of the most 
important goals on our agenda. 


9123 
CSO: 4802 


63 








ISRAEL 


BRIEFS 


NEGEV BEDOUINS' REQUEST--Jerusalem--The Israeli Supreme Court issued a 
temporary order two days ago forbidding members of the group calling itself 
the "Green Brigade" from taking any action against the bedouins of the 
Halusah district in the Negev until the high court delivers a final decision 
on the request submitted by these bedouins. The chief justice of the 
Israeli Supreme Court and two other judges on the court visited the site 
selected by the authorities for establishing a Ledouin village near the 
town of Arad in the Negev. This unusual step was taken by the court in 
their study of the request brought by members of the al-Asad tribe who 
oppose the confiscation of their agricultural land for the establishment 

of the proposed bedouin village. [Text] [Jerusalem AL-QUDS in Arabic 

19 Apr 80 p 4] 9123 


CSO: 4802 
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LEBANON 


' FORCES FIGHT BACK IN SOUTHERN LEBANON 
Parie AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic 19 Apr 80 pp 28-29 


[Arcicle: "The UN Forces Unleashed Their Weapons, and Won the Battle 
Against Ierael's Allies") 


[Text) Observers expect Ierael to finesse an act of aggression against 
the south [of Lebanon) and that thie will have the blessing of Washington. 


Those who have interviewed Dr Kurt Waldheim, the secretary~-general of the 
UN, during the past 4 weeks, have noticed that he and hie chief aides at 
the [UN] headquarters are angry about announcements and statements made 
by “high Lebanese officials." In these statements these officials have 
said things about the International Emergency Force and its presence in 
southern Lebanon that not even Maj Sa'd Haddad and his militias have 
ventured to say. 


Some of the Lebanese officials, including Kamal al-As'ad (the current 
president of parliament), and ‘Adil ‘Usayran, (the former president of 
pariiament), have demanded that the Emergency Forces be withdrawn from the 
south, because in their opinion, they are not carrying out their duties. 
They feel that since they have been detailed [to Lebanon], these forces 
have been playing the role of a falee witness of what is going on in the 
south in terme of disregarding Lebanese sovereignty, military operations 
trespassing on ite territory, and Israeli attacks and occupation. [They 
feel that) the UN forces are giving free rein to everybody to fight over 
the south of Lebanon, especially to [Middle East powers] whose military 
unite are stationed in the middle section of the south. They say that UN 
troops get hit by one group after another without ever making a response. 
It ie as if ite mission were to sacrifice its soldiers, ite officers, and 
ite vehicles, regardless of the contents of the UN Security Council 
resolution which established the force and prescribed its duties. 


But last Wednesday a battle broke out between the militia groups of 

Maj Haddad and an Irish unit which is part of the Amergency Force in the 
southern village of al-Tayri. The Irishmen were stationed in the village 
and were driven out by force. But then the Irishmen returned with orders 
from their commanders, and used force to regain the above-mentioned 
village from Haddad's forces. They had one killed and several wounded. 
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Thie completely upset the eriteria on the basis of which the international 
troopa had been present in southern Lebanon for about 3 years. Lt proved 
to everybody that "when necessary" they are capable of aserting their 
presence and defending themselves through the use of military force and 
the authority which hae been granted to them by the UN Security Council, 
However, thie weapon te @ tworedged one, 


Diplomatic observers say that Dr Waldheim ia completely in the right 

in expressing hie anger at the statements made by some of the authorities 
and politicians in Lebanon with reference to the UN [troopa) presence in 
the south, On the other hand, these observers say that Lebanese officials 
and leaders from the south are exasperated about the presence of the UN 
troope and the fact that they have been continually silent about what has 
been going on in the south since Lerael's first withdrawal 3 years ago. 
Since the firet and second attack on them, in which they loet more than 
40 soldiers and officers, and some of their vehicles were damaged, these 
troops have preferred to play the role or falee witness and not to resort 
to force to solve their probleme with others, so long as those who have 
"all of the power" are not giving them the necessary backing and support 
to apply the entirety of the Security Council's resolutions. 


Because of this, the international forces have reached the point where, 

as one of the deputies from the south put it, they have become a "doormat," 
the presence of which ie not respected by any party, and nobody cares 

about their magnanimity or lack thereof. Another leader from the south 
described their officers and soldiers as being tourists in military uniform 
with orde s from the highest international authority to carry out a mission. 
Even a famous Lebanese leader accused the international forces of being 
detailed [to Lebanon] only to provide a necessary cover-up, at this 

stage, of the fact that the international community and the Arab world 

are unable to do anything in the face of what has been happening to 
Lebanon, the people of the south, and the Palestinians. 


One can argue whether or not these parties are right or wrong in the 
opinions they have expressed, and whether or not Dr Waldheim and his chief 
aides are right in defending the international presence in southern Lebanon 
and his statement to the ambassador of an Arab member country to the 

effect that "this is what we have; these are our capabilities; and we are 
doing what we can with what we have." A Lebanese interpretation of this 
statement might be the proverb which says: "It was not possible to do 
things better than they were done." In any case, the International Security 
Council did not give the international forces the order to deter any party 
which would violate its resolutions. Consequently, it did not allow them 
to open fire on parties engaging in violations. But the Security Council's 
resolutions are clear when they define the task of the international forces 
as being that of upholding the cease-fire decision, preventing hostilities 
against the security and stability of southern Lebanon, preventing 
infiltration from and into the south, and supporting the legitimate Lebanese 
authorities so that they can undertake their national duty and extend their 
authority and sovereignty over this area. But it seems that "live coals 





only burn where they are meant to burn,” according to the famous proverb, 
The people and leaders of the (Lebanese) south are not grateful for all 
the internal and outeide forces, and they ate not grateful for the 
international forces or the resolutions of the Security Council, of which 
nothing hae been put into practice. They find that the whole world ie merely 
Looking on while Leraeli bombs rain down on them, They are forced to 
undergo forced emigration of suffer death after every operation by the 
vdayeen which takes place ineide the occupied lands, whether or not 

ye heroes of the operation etarted from south Lebanon or from some place 
Outeide south Lebanon. For thie reason, when the leaders of the south 
demanded that the international forces terminate their miseion, they 
were really making thie demand to indirectly urge the forces to fulfill 
their duty and carry out Che mission assigned to them by the Security 
Council, If they do not, the accusation will prove to be true that they 
are playing the role of a falee witness, 


It seems that the uproar which arose concerning the presence of the inter- 
national forces in the south impelled the secretary-general last week to 
lend support to the Lebanese Government before the Security Council, and 
to gay that the aggression which Lerael is committing againet Lebanon 

by sending some of ite unite to some of the villages in Southern Lebanon 
is aleo an attack on the United Nations which ie undertaking the role of 
maintaining peace in that area. In fact, when the Lebanese Government 
lodged ite complaints against Ierael with the president of the Security 
Council, who is the Tunisian ambassador, Dr Waldheim, the secretary~-general, 
hastened to submit to the president of the Security Council a complete 
report containing an explanation of the tragic situation which predominates 
in the south. The report considered that the act of aggression was also 
againet the UN forces. 


The Israeli reaction to Waldheim's report wato induce the forces of Maj 
Sa'd Haddad to commence battle with the Irish unit etationed in the village 
of al-Tayri and its environs. They managed to occupy the village for 

2 days, but the international forces received orders to defend themselves 
and to use force to regain the village and surrounding areas of al-Tayri 
from Maj Haddad's forces, no matter what the cost. It happened as they 
wanted it to. The Irish unit plunged into the heat of battle, which was 
the first of ite kind since it was detailed to the south of Lebanon. Thus, 
the unit received its baptiem of fire. 


This stance by the international force was considered by all political 

and diplomatic circles in Beirut as a new pol.cy followed by the inter- 
national forces in the south. But these circles consider that the use of 
force is a two-edged weapon for those who are obstructing the implementation 
of the UN Security Council's resolution, whatever party they happen to 
belong to. After this battle, Israel hastened to take the wind out of the 
sails of the Lebanese complaint and what was mentioned in the secretary- 
general's report, under American pressure. While the Security Council 

was preparing to meet early in the morning of last Saturday, a first 

report came from the headquarters of the truce observers in Jerusalem, 
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indicating that lerael had begun to implement the decision to withdraw 
ite armored military force which it had sent to southern Lebanon, Only 
one hour after thie telegram, which wae confirmed by the international 
command in Jerusalem, the official epokeaman of the White House in 
Washington announced that this news wae true and that lerael had decided 
to withdraw, At that very time, the American ambassador in Lebanon wae 
meeting with President Sarkia to inform him of the results of the pressure 
which Washington had put on Ierae!l in response to Lebanon's request that 
[lerael) withdraw the armored military unit which had been sent to the 
south and which had been the reason for Lebanon's request to call for a 
meeting of the UN Security Council to discuss the sitation, 


Observers differ in their interpretation of the American position and the 
surprising leraeli decision, Some of them say that Washington was em- 
barrassed by the Lebanese complaint and by what was mentioned in Dr 
Waldheim's report to the Security Council. Washington had only two 
chotces: 


1. Support any resolution demanding the withdrawal of the Israeli unit 
immediately and condemning Bogin's government at che UN Security Council, 
which would threaten to destroy any gains chat might be achieved by Begin's 
vieit to Washington, or 


2. Make use of the American right to veto the aforementioned resolution, 
which would constitute a victory for the Soviets at the Security Council. 


For thie reason, Watington right away embarked upon using its influence 
with Begin's government. Thus, Israel withdrew ite military unit from 
southern Lebanon and made Lebanon's complaint unnecessary. 


Other observers say that the Israeli military unit did not withdraw from the 
south until after it had completed its mission of digging new military 
positions and setting up observation posts and electronic [surveillance] 
equipment. This was to prevent a violation of the border such as that 

which happened when the five fedayeen penetrated all of the electronic 
observation and warning systempeet up all along the border with Lebanon, 

and carried out their operation in (Kfar ‘Am). The mission of this unit 
was not a response to the fedayeen operation as much as it was to reinforce 
the warning and observation apparatus along the border. 


However, everybody agrees that the Israeli response to the (Kfar ‘Am) 
operation has not occurred yet, and that its time and place have not yet 
been determined, even though Begin has been saying "that even Satan has 
not thought of this yet." For this reason, the situation in the south 

is remaining in the same estate of tension and fear of an anticipated 
reaction. It is under a cloud a deep Arab and international silence 
concerning the tragic situation which the people of southern Lebanon, 
alone among the peoples of the area of the Middle East, are going through 
by virtue of the game of war and peace and the war of attrition going on 
as a sideline to the Arab-Israeli conflict. 








Some people say that Lebanon has foresatalled an laraeli reaction by 
calling upon the UN Security Council to hold @ meeting, but that 
Washing ton made thie appeal unnecessary and choked it in ite cradle. 
But even if a reaction takes place a week from now, or before or after, 
the repercussions will not be any different than in the past. The 
Security Council will quickly meet, condemn all acte of violence, call 
upon the Lebanese Government to shoulder ite responsibilities in the 
south, and offer condolences to the families of the victims. Whoever 
wae hit will have been hit, and whoever had to flee will aleo already 
have fled, 


Perhaps the thing which observers have come to fear the most ie that che 
governments of the countries contributing unite to the International 
Emergency Forces will hasten to terminate their mission in southern 
Lebanon as a result of the escalation which has been taking place in the 
conflict, especially after the international forces have been put to the 
teet as to how well they could defend themselves and the mission through 
the incident involving the Irish unit undertook in the village of al-Tayri 
last Saturday. There are those who say that the governments referred to 
do not want to complicate their position by participating in any battle 
with any group in southern Lebanon, be it Israel, those who support 
Ierael, or even the fedayeen and their supporters, because every battle 
of this sport exposes these governments, within their own countries, 

to negative political and economic reactions. In addition, any of these 
governments would refuse to sacrifice the life of a single officer or 
soldier from among ite unite for the sake of Lebanon, southern Lebanon, 
or even the United Nations flag. 





MAURITANIA 


FORMER SNIM-SEM DIRECTOR DISCUSSES SNIM'S PROSPECTS IN 1980 
Brussels REMARQUES ARABO-AFRICAINES in French Apr-May 80 pp 23-24 
[Editorial: "Mr Ely Ould Allaf, General Director of the SNIM-SEM"] 


[Text] When this issue was being sent to press, we 
learned that Mr Ould Allaf had been named general 
director of the Mauritenian Assurance and Reinsur- 
ance Company. He will be replaced as general 
director of the SNIM-SEM [National Industrial and 
Mining Company-expansion unknown) by Mr Ahmedou 
Ould Abdallah, former ambassador to Washington 
and Brussels, and until recently minister of 
foreign affairs. A brilliant economist, Mr Ould 
Abdallah will find his new post to be in a field 
well suited to his organizing ability. We wish 
him good luck. We gladly publish Mr Ould Allaf's 
interview, especially since it represents a sort 
of synthesis of the excellent work he has done. 


Last year was a particularly difficult one for the Mauritanian economy in 
general and for the SN'™ in particular. In fact, obligations arising 
because of the stateof war and financial difficulties resulted in an 
understandable lack of enthusiasm on the part of suppliers and investors, 
as well as in a serious deterioration of the plants. The world recession 


did the rest. 


However, following organized efforts, by 31 December 1979 SNIM was able 
to exceed the goal it had set for itself. Hence, the year 1980 starts 
out under better conditions. 


Evidently, this state could not have been reached without establishing 
political conditions favorable to peace in the area, through appropriate 
action taken after the negotiations on increasing capital, and especially 
thanks to high quality, technical as well as moral, of the SNIM personnel 


and managers. 
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The general manager of SNIMeSEM, Mr Ely Ould Allat, incidentally a former 
ambassador of the Mauritanian Lelamic Republic to Brussels and former 
wecretary general of the Organization for the Development of the Senegal 
River, brilliantly stated the reasons for this improvement on Radio Mauri- 
tania as well as in columns of the national daily CHAAB. 


First of all, the general manager of SNIM explains the origin of the sudden 
improvement which made an improvement in the situation possible: "During 
the first 6 months of 1979, we were profit from an important financial con- 
tirbution which helped us overcome our technical difficulties and to har- 
monize our relations with suppliers during the last 6 months of the same 
year. Today we can say that the warehousing of necessary supplies, so 

that the company is properly run, has resumed its natural rhythm. 


However, all is not back to normal: there are still some problem left 
following the deterioration of the past 2 years, but, says Mr Ould Allaf: 
"We can now say that we are getting back on our feet with respect to 
maintenance and materials for highways and mines. We hope to continue 
with this momentum until we reach a normal situation in the technical 
field during the first 6 months of 1980." 


Priority of the Guelbs Project 


All of last year was based on profit making production of the Buelbs pro- 
ject. This production was concerned especially with the sites of 
Rouessa, Tazadit, and F'Derick. The program of 1979 anticipated export- 
ing approximately [words illegible) tons. Because of the disastrous 
situation, the program was expected to fail. Luckily, reality turned 
out to be quite different. 


"We could doubt that this program would be carried out," admitted the 
general manager of SNIM, “but thanks to everyone's efforts and to the 
quality of our personnel, we succeeded in pushing the program to 9, 300,000 
tons. Thus almost an extra million tons were exported thanks to the 
common desire to overcome stagnation. This effort passed relatively un- 
noticed because action for the Guelbs project was more spectacular in 

that it involved agreements signed with foreign corporations after many 
trips for studying the situation. 


"We think that during 1980 our company will be able to fulfill the pro- 
duction quota it set for itself. Our program must be realistic and not 
ambitious, in that we must avoid a slump in production in both the 
Buelbs project and in Kedia. Thus the question is not to produce what 
we want, but to produce what is reasonable in order to avoid a depletion 
of our reserves sooner than anticipated. 


"Consequently, based on present financial and technical facts, our firm 
will produce the 10 million tons set by the board of directors." 
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Evidently, a delay on the Guelbs project would be dammaging to the 
productivity as awhole, Yet, optimism is obligatory, and Mr Ould Allaf 
explains: "With the efforts made to conclude the financial agreements, 
the application of the most important studies which consist of many im 
portant elements led us to propose to the board of directors that the 
first operations of the Buelbs project be started immediately, 


"We consider 1 December to be the starting point of this project, with 
regard to being in operation. Evidently, this is not in evidence at 

the local level, given that the first markets are those for equipment 
which will be produced in Europe, and which need a year and a half or 

two years. The first transactions in field are for housing construction, 
general excavation, roads, and extending railroad tracks. In the upcom- 
ing months we will see the signing of already authorized transactions with 
contractors who will be chosen soon. 


Thus, the Guelbs Project, with all its complexities, is already in hand. 
In acting without wasting time, we think we spared the company additional 
delays which may have been very detrimental to it." 


The Social Aspects of the SNIM Expansion 


Personnel recruitment is already a social plus in itself since it creates 
jobs, but at the same time it is also a question of insuring the social 
advancement of the workers through continued training. That is one of 
the many social aspects of SNIM activities which contributes directly 

to the development of and progress in Mauritania. 


The problems just mentioned have evidently slowed down somewhat the social 
program of SNIM. However, it is in no way a question of checking it, 

not even relatively speaking. This is what the general manager under- 
lines: "This part of our activities has slowed down, which is under- 
standabie since the SNIM already had difficulty financing the project, 
especially with regard to the reorganization of the company's capital 

and its loans. 


"The recruiting and training of personnel has been relatively neglected. 
However, in April and May we took the necessary steps to study these pro- 
blems. In Zouerate, I personally presided over a meeting of all the 
officials of SNIM with our consulting engineers department to set the 
qualification requirements for the project and to set in motion the 
recruitment and training of personnel. 


"The means for satisfying needs vary: reform in our training systems 
continues through an appeal to the outside in the training sectors and 
an appeal both inside and outside for personnel recruitment. This com- 
bination of elements has been the subject of very thorough studies. 

The system will be set up on time..." 
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The Guelbs Project: Some Facts 


The famous Guelbs Project, which so many Mauritanians talked about, and 
about which Mr Ould Allaf just epoke at some length, consists of a fac- 
tory for ore enrichment. 


The procedure for magnetic enrichment of ores is already in existence in 
some countries. The method used is a very particular one which should 
be explained to some extent. 


The SNIM method is that of separation with permanent magnets that attract 
the ore and thus separate it from the silicious gangue. This method does 
not require intrinsic energy: the energy is simply the resultant force 
needed for rotation. This separation is done under dry conditions, very 
important in a country like Mauritania; thus, water is not needed, an impor- 
tant detail for in the Zouerate region there is not enough water to guaran- 
tee the amount needed for the population and for industrial concerns. In 
this respect, the opinion of the SNIM general manager is very pertinent: 


"A second research program is under way for which we will also call upon 
skills from outside the company. In fact, the project is not reserved 
only for SNIM. The interests of SNIM often coincide with those of the 
people. Therefore, one of the main advantages of the Guelbs Project is 
that it does not impose an additional need for water which we could not 
find in that area." 


From Guelbs I to Guelbs II 


The Guelbs Project must be carried out in two stages. If Guelbs 1 is be- 
ing started, what will happen with Guelbs II? Theoretically it should 
start in 1990. 


The only problem that could come up is that for financing it. That means 
that once Guelbs I is definitely started and has reached production, the 
technical experiment will have been done. The financial experiment, in 
other words the profitability of the whole operation and the ability of 
SNIM to live up to its agreements with regard to foreign and accumulated 
debts, will also have been done. 


From this point of view, Mr Ely Ould Allaf synthesizes: "The advantages 
for financing the second project ahead of time will be precisely known. 
Hence, it is all there: predictions to be fulfilled, a market able to 
absorb an additional capacity, the technical ability of SNIM to face 
these needs, and also the ability to fulfill its financial commitments 
with foreign countries." 


And he adds, not without pride: "Under the present conditions, the plan 
is to go to Guelbs II in 1990 or 1991." 
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The fact remains that in the wake of Guelbs | will come a serious world 
iron and steel crisis, possibly towards 1984-1985, What does the direc- 
tor of SNIM think about that? 


"The Guelbs ores are of a variety much appreciated on the market, In 
spite of the foreseeable problems, we think it will always be in a rela- 
tively good position for proper marketing and profitability. Our ore is 
Of yood quality and will always be preferred on the market," 


In this respect, Mr Ely Ould Allaf thinks his country has two definite 
natural advantages that will allow it to stay in the international mar~- 
ket. 


First of all, it has to do with Mauritania's proximity to the European 
market which is the most important consumer of the ore. The constant 

rise in transportation costs puts Mauritania in a strong position. Close 
to Europe, it insures a decidedly lower price than any other ore-exporting 
country. 


Another advantage is that of having a port of relatively high capacity and 
which can easily receive ships of up to 150,000 tons. This set up is 
evidently of greater interest than that of countries that can only accom 
modate small ships. 


A Pilot Factory 


At present, in Zouerate, Mauritania has one of the biggest research centers 
in the world for dry and permanently supplied magnetic separation. This 
very important tool allows Mauritanian technicians to be justifiably proud. 


Two French experts working in Mauritania do not hide the high esteem in 
which they hold their Mauritanian colleagues. This is what Messrs Coursin 
and Nicolas say: "Studies are done in Zouerate with local engineers; 

for example Mr Abdel Fetah, who knows the operations perfectly well, has 

a remarkable mind, and is doing very serious work with us." 


The pilot factory will permit the enrichment of Guelb and Rhein ore, 
which is relatively poor in iron: only 37 percent iron. Compared with 
Kedia ores (65 percent) and even with other silicious ores containing 

55 percent iron (still considered rich ores in Europe), those of Guelb 
el Rhein are considered to be of mediocre quality. Thus the enrichment 
pilot-factory allows this tricky problem to be resolved to Mauritania's 
advantage, thus letting it keept its important and rightful place on the 
international iron market, even if forecasters see a crisis in the iron 
and steel industry. 


Let us conclude with Mr Ely Oulf Allaf: "Mauritania is entering the in- 
ternational competition with major assets for which we will not have 
maximum advantage." 


During this world crisis, optimism is in season in Mauritania. Sweet 
revenge for a developing country. 


END 
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